Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
Grand Valley Magazine

University Archives

Summer 2005

Grand Valley Magazine, vol. 4, no. 3 Summer 2005
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gv_magazine
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Magazine, vol. 4, no. 3 Summer 2005" (2005). Grand Valley Magazine. 13.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gv_magazine/13

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Grand
Valley Magazine by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

PER
LH1.G7 G72
v. 4, no. 3 (Summer 2005)

3

OJ

lO

OJ
N
:::J

(D

Volu me 4 I Issue 3 I Sum mer 2005

features
14

Behind the scenes
Taking a look under Gra nd Valley's hood a tour
of the Ce ntral Utiliti es Building

20

Watch out! 'Snowplow parents'
change campus cu lture
Experts say constant ca ll s, visits hind er students'
independence

26

Mission accomplished
Women's Center inspires students, plays vital role
in community

38

From microfi lm to Hollywood's
big screen
Spike Lee turns to biology professor's research

14
2 1Summer 2005

departments
4 Letters to the Editor
4 , Bookmarks

5 Campus News
10 Profiles
18 Research News
24 Q&A Henry Matthews

30 Alumni News

GVNOW

Look for dai ly campus news
updates at gvsu.edu/gvnow.

GRAND VALLEYli
Feature stories and more
information are on lin e at
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

26

LETTERS I EDITOR

ookmaits
Looking for a good book? Check out what Grand Val ley
staff members recommend:

See Jane Run
(Avon, reprint 1992)
by Joy Fielding

Mary K. Hill, interlibrary loan
librarian, called See Jane Run a
page-turner. Imagine you are
standing on a street corner, you
know where you are, but you have
no idea who you are. You reach
into your pocket and find a roll of
hundred dollar bills. Then you look
down and see blood on your dress ...

Founding Mothers: The Women
Who Raised Our Nation
(William Morrow, 2004)
by Cokie Roberts

Shelley Irwin, WGVU Morning
Show host, said Roberts answers the
question, "While the men were busy
founding the nation, what were
the women up to?" These personal
stories of triumphs were a good read,
revealing the roles women played
in shaping history. A few recipes
conclude the book, including Martha
Washington's Harty Choak Pie
(Artichoke Pie).

The Purpose Driven Life
(Zondervan, 2002)
by Rick Warren
H. James Williams, dean of
Seidman College of Business, said
the book really challenges us to
consider our greater purpose in life.
Moreover, it provides a framework
within which we can discover
for ourselves what that greater
purpose is. The author's questions
and guidance prompts some deep
introspection about the meaning of
our lives.
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Th eater students take

·eard' to Jam a ca
he theater department 's " Bardto-Go" has performed scenes
from some of Shakespeare 's most
famou s works before thousands of
students in Michigan schools. The road
show went much farth er in May when
the troupe perfo rmed in Jamaica.
As part of Grand Valley 's annual
Shakespeare Festival , Bard-to-Go is
a SO-minute collage of scenes from
various Shakespearean play s meant to
engage young audiences. This year 's
production , " Lovestruck" featured
excerpts from A Midsummer Night's
Dream, The Merchant of Venice, The
Temp est, The Taming of the
Shrew and Hamlet. More than
1,400 area teens saw this
production when it toured six
area schools last fall.
In May, six student-actors
and a stage manager, under
the direction of director Karen
Libman , took " Lovestruck" to

T

'Bard-to-Go' actors Kirsten Ellison and
Dustin Mason perform a scene from
'Taming of t he Shrew.'

Kingston , Jamaica, and perfo rmed in
three high sc hools and at the Edna
Manley College of Fine and Performi ng
Arts. The trip was a pilot for possib le
future international theater to urs.
"' Lovestruck ' was created
spec ifically for America n second ary
school audiences and has a di stinctly
American fl avo r," Libman said. "It
was interesting to see how th at
translated to other cul tures, and
what that meant fo r the students as
they created pieces of theater fo r
performance here and abroad. "

Grand Valley Magazine I S

And the

survey says ....

Results from the 2004 reader survey
Every issue of Grand Valley Magazine is produced by the
News and Information Services Office with our readers in mind .
We send the magazine to families of current students, a lumni ,
faculty, staff, retirees and supporters of the opportunities offered at
Grand Valley.
We are constantly seeking to improve the look and content of
the magazine, so we asked you for feedback in the Fall 2004 issue.
Here is what we learned:
nearly half of the respondents
(49 percent) reported that they
read most articles; 11 percent
read EVERY article. We found
out that more than half of you are
between the ages of 25-49.
The top spot readers tum to is
Campus News (96 percent always
or sometimes read it). Feature
stories also had a strong showing
(90 percent always or sometimes
read those). We will be taking a
look at the other sections to see
how to make them more appealing to you.
The results of the survey are below. As always, we wou ld
appreciate hearing from you . Write or send an e-mail to Grand
Valley Magazine at I Campus Drive, 260 LMH, Allenda le, MI
49401 or gv magazine@gvsu.edu
- Mary Ei Ileen Lyon
Ass istant Vice President for News and Information Services
Executive Ed itor, Grand Valley Magazine

3.

I read Research News:
Always 28% Sometimes 54%

Rarely 14%

Never 4%

I read the Q&A:
Always 30% Sometimes 5 1%

Rarely 18%

Never 1%

I read Alumni News :
Always 49% Sometimes 32%

Rarely 14%

Never 5%

I read Alumni Class Notes :
Always 46% Sometimes 30%

Rarely 17%

Never 7%

Yes , I pass on Grand Valley Magazine 40%
No, I do not pass on Grand Valley Magazine 60%

4. What are the main reasons you read Grand Valley Magazine:
I want to know abo ut campus events 5 1
I want to read news of former classmates 36
I want to learn more about students, fac ulty or staff 37
(multiple responses allowed)
5. Yes, I read the online version of Grand Valley Magazine 10%
No, I do not read the online version of Grand Valley Magazine 90%
6. Top 5 suggested topics for articles in Grand Valley Magaz ine:
1) profiles
4) campus events
2) athletics
5) undergraduate research
3) university history
7.

Gremel Valley Maga zine is very inviting and easy to read 78%
Somewhat easy to read 18%
Difficult to read 4%

Survey Results:
8. Affiliation with Grand Va11ey: (m ultiple responses allowed)
Alumni 49
Family 16
Faculty 6
Donor 13
Student 3
Friend 6

I . I read every article 11 %
I read most arti cles 49%
I read half of the articles 25%
I read less than half of the articles 11 %
I rarely or never look at the magazine 4%

9.

2. I read Feature Stories:
Always 47% Sometimes 43%

Rarely 9%

Never 1%

I read Campus News:
Always 57 % Sometimes 39%

Rarely 0%

Never 4%

I read Donor Profiles:
Always 17% Sometimes 5 1%

Rarely 22%

Never 8%

I read Artist Profi les:
Always 24% Sometimes 48%

Rarel y 24%

Never 4%

Rarely 18%

Never 5%

I read Athlete Profiles:
Always 33% Sometimes 42%

6 Summer 2005

Approximate date I was last on a Grand Valley campus :
2004 29
1998 2
1996
2003 13
1991
2002 10
2001 3
1990
2000 1
1964
never I
1999 1

10. Age:
18-24 8% 25-35 21% 36-49 33% 50-65 3 1% 65+ 7%
11. Gender:
Male 35%

Female 65 %

CAMPUS I NEWS

TV celebrity

surprises class

producers then contacted Gisolo to
arrange a surprise visit from Danza.
On April 20, within minutes of
Murawsky beginning her oral presentation
- in Italian , of course - Danza,
dressed in a GVSU sweatshirt, entered
the classroom and said he heard she was
talking about him. Danza then joked that
he wanted to be sure she was accurate.
}
Murawsky 's surprised reaction was
C
~ captured by Danza 's television crew ~ as were the stunned looks on classmates '
~ faces when they heard from another
;::;·
:.. classroom guest, Steve Perillo. He came
~
;;· frotn New York to announce that his
"fi- travel company, Perillo Tours, and Alitalia
airlines were providing a free trip to Rome
A surprised Beth Murawsky watches Tony Danza and Steve Perillo announce free trips to
Rome for everyone in her Italian class.
in January for the class of 20 students
and Gisolo.
teaches the Elementary Italian II class,
hen Italian language student
The classroom episode was shown as
gave the assignment for the students ' final
Beth Murawsky chose to write
part of "The Tony Danza Show" in May.
oral presentations.
about actor Tony Danza as the
Danza spoke briefly with the class
Murawsky, a junior from Imlay City,
Italian-American she most admires, she
about his Italian heritage and asked
contacted producers from Tony Danza's
didn 't realize it would get her a surprise
students about theirs. He stressed how
television talk show to obtain photos
visitor and a free trip to Rome. In fact, the
important it is to learn about ethnic culture
and background about his career for her
entire class will join her.
and pass it on to future generations.
presentation. She didn 't know that the
Visiting professor Gisella Gisolo, who

W

Professor earns top score on
international exam
David Cannon hosted the conference a few weeks after
learning he earned the highest score in North America
and second highest in the world on a certification test for
accounting professionals. More than 14,000 people took
the Certified Information Systems Auditor exam. The
exam was directly related to the areas Cannon teaches
- accounting information systems and internal auditing .
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Retiring professors

leave large

legacy -

by Mary lsca Pirkola

W

ilhelm "Bill" and Mary Seeger
saw a lot of changes during
their 40 years at Grand Valley
before retiring this summer. In fact, they
implemented many of them.
Both arrived in Allendale in 1965 as
professors of German, two of about 45
fac ulty and staff members on a campus
of 650 students. The Seegers met while
working on their doctoral degrees at the
University of Wisconsin and came to
Grand Valley as newlyweds.
Together they started the intern ational
studies program at Grand Valley by
sending a few students to work with
relatives, friends and business associates
in Germany. The first student went in
1967 and worked on a street paving
crew. Some later students had jobs in a
bakery of fami ly friends and even lived
in Bill's grandparents' house. The Seegers
provided students with what was then rare,
an opportunity to live and study abroad
among the locals. In 2004, more than 400
Grand Valley students studied abroad in
33 countries.
The annual Ethnic Festival at Grand
Valley evolved from Foreign Language
Day, started by Mary to give her early
German classes an audience for their
radio dramas.
These are only two examples of
many pioneer programs instituted by
the Seegers in their relentless pursuit
of student opportunities and academic
improvements. Their combined lists of
honors, achievements
and involvement
in professional
organizations
Both arrived in
would fill
Allendale in 1965 as
several
professors of German,
pages
two of about 45 faculty
of this
and staff members
magazine.
on a campus of 650
They leave
students.
a rich legacy
to Grand
Valley.
Foreign language
students not only
remember the Seegers, but have also
honored them. A group of graduates began
an endowment in their name that awarded

8 I Su mm er 2005

one scholarship in 1992 and now provides
seven scholarships each year. An early
crew team also honored the Seegers by
using their name on one of their racing
shells.
"When we first came to Grand Va lley,
we were put on nearly every committee
because there were so few fac ulty,"
Mary said.
"We' ve been here long enough to have
students who are the children of some of
our early students," Bi ll said .
Mary became the clean of Advising
Resources and Special Programs in
1989. Other highlights include being
the first chair of the All-Co llege Senate,
first coordinator of Honors College and
first head of the graduate program in
education. She created the faculty -staff
Annua l Giving campaign - which
provides money for student scholarships
and resources - helped estab lish a Grand
Valley chapter of the Phi Kappa Phi honor
society and chaired the Women's Climate
Study. Mary also advocated for gender
equity and programs that improved
the success of freshmen students. She
was the first recipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award from Grand Valley 's
Women 's Commission.

Bill 's career at Grand Valley included
being the German section chair from
1969-72 and again from 1996 to
retirement. He developed a five-year plan
for the Foreign Language department,
served as its chair for more than a dozen
years, was adviser to the German Club,
coordinator of German House and
director of the language lab. He was
also instrumental in revising curriculum,
teaching improvement and outreach
projects.
"We wi ll finally have more time to
write," Mary sa id of their retirement.
"Both of us have projects that have been
waiting for 30 years."
Some projects invol ve helping Grand
Valley identify archival photos, translation
projects - both Seegers have publi shed
extensively in German , Swedish and
English, and have translated foreign
literature - and continued invol vement
in man y groups , such as the International
Society for German-American Studies,
whose annual conference they hosted on
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus in May, as
they also did in 2001.
During their much-deserved retirement,
it won 't be a problem for the Seegers to
keep busy. But then , it never was.

~
I
-
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Seidman professor

GVSU mourns death of

W

hen it came to applying ethics to
business, many people - from
undergraduates to Grand Rapids
area CEOs - turned to longtime Grand
Valley professor Barry Castro, who died on
May 5 after battling lung cancer.
Castro joined the Grand Valley faculty
in 1973. He was a champion for ethics ,
teaching courses on the topic and
establishing the Center for Business Ethics
in Seidman College of Business. The center
is a roundtable of CEOs, faculty and other
community leaders who meet to discuss
ethical issues related to business. Castro
also initiated and led seminars with CEOs
who read Plato and then discussed the

ethical applications of his works to
businesses. Fred P. Keller, chairman and
CEO of Cascade Engineering, often
participated in those roundtables.
" Barry 's gentle nature and persistent
interest in me as a person encouraged me
to speak my truth about what I feel about
the world and how I think I can impact it
and how it impacts me," Keller said.
Castro joined the faculty of what was
then Grand Valley 's William James
College in 1973 , serving in that position
until 1983, when he moved to the
Seidman School of Business as professor
of management. He also served as
assistant dean for seven years.

Castro was honored in 1997 in Lansing
by the Michigan Association of Gove rning
Boards for his leadership in teaching,
research and
service. He also
volunteered
for many
community
causes, serving
on boards and
contributing
to area
organizations
like Second
Harvest
Gleaners.
Barry Castro

Hoekstra reminds grads about the 'high-touch' world

.,,
[
~

~

!

ii:

Today's graduates are well-versed in high-tech. Duri ng his commencement
address , U.S. Rep. Peter Hoekstra reminded them about the " high-touch " worl d.
Hoekstra CR-Holland) said while technology is great and necessary, it 's also
important to remember the human aspect of business and personal relationships.
"A key to success in yo ur profess ional and personal life is to de velop
a passion for investing the time and energy necessary to build c lose and
meaningful relationships," he told 1,500 graduates in April. "The challenge is
to use technology to enhance relationships, but not to replace them."
Hoekstra is serving his 13th year in Congress. In 2004, he was named
chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. In that
role, he leads Congressional oversight on issues relat ing to the U.S.
intelligence commu nity.
He received an honorary doctorate of public servi ce degree. Dixie L.
Anderson was given the Distinguished Alumni Awa rd and Daniel Vaughn
received the Outstanding Educator Award. (See story on page 30.)

Autism Center unveils,

G

rand Valley 's Autism Education
Center is unveiling a new
initiative and also played host to a
statewide conference in April.
The theme of the fourth annual
Statewide Autism Resources & Training
(START) Conference, "Looking Ahead
for Students with Autism," encompassed
a broad range of subjects including the
issues of transition, sexuality, social skills
and strategies.
"It's important for professionals in
education and health care, as well as

expands new programs

families and friends of individuals with
autism, to come together and share
information," said Amy Matthews, director
of the Autism Education Center. "We need
to look ahead and assess the needs of
children and adults living with autism."
Grand Valley was designated by the
Michigan Department of Education as the
lead university in the education of teachers
and parents about autism.
The Autism Center is continuing to
develop and support regional collaborative
networks. "These networks will allow

the sharing of information , training and
resources ," Matthews said. "This will have
an impact on most of the state. "
Matthews said the center is also
expanding the Effective Practice
Leadership Initiative, which trains
educators to provide support and expertise
at the local level. This fall , the Autism
Program Evaluation and Planning Tool
(APEPT) will begin. Matthews said it
provides a set of best-practice guidelines
for school districts to assess strengths and
weaknesses in their own programs.
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Distance runner takes herself to highest level
- by Michele Coffil l
When recruiting student-athletes,
t ypically coaches ask all the questions.
Cross country and track d istance
runner Krista O'Dell, however, turned
the tables on coach Jerry Ba ltes.
As a senior at Escanaba High School ,
O'Dell burned up tracks and golf courses
in the Upper Peninsula. She was a state
champion 800- and 1,600-meter runner
and was named to the All State Cross
Country Team. While it can be difficult
for a UP. athlete to gain attention from
downstate college coaches, O ' Dell was
co urted by Grand Valley, Michigan State
and the University of Michigan .
"One of her final questions to me was,
'Can yo u get me to the highest level of
competition, li ke it would be if I ran in the
Big Ten?"' Baltes said. "I told her, 'Yes. '"
His prophecy proved correct: O' Dell is
an eight-time A ll American, earning the
honor twice for cross country and six
times for indoor or outdoor track. Winning
All-American status in cross country
means finishing in the top 30 at NCAA
championship meets. Track athletes
must fini sh in the top eight of an event;
O' Dell has done so in the mile, 1,500and 5,000-meter runs.
" It was amazing how fast she could
run, given the limitations of the weather
up there, the competition and fac ilities,"
Baltes said.
O 'Dell started runnin g in elementary
school to keep up with her father, Al
O ' Dell , a captain in Escanaba's Public
Safety Department.
" I started running with my dad during
hi s cool downs," she said. Then the
competitive racing bug bit.
" I always wanted to run road races,
and my dad sa id I could when I could run
three miles around the track," she said.
O'De ll completed that cha llenge in the
fourth grade, entered her first SK that
summer and won her age di vision. Then
she ra n for - instead of with - her
father in hi gh schoo l, when he coached
Escanaba 's cross co untry team.
Kr ista 's mother and father have made
freq uent 400-mil e trips to Allendale over
the last fo ur yea rs. It was often combined

10 I Summer 200 5

Distance runner and eight-time All-American Krista O'Dell sits on the track at the Fieldhouse.

with a stop in Big Rapids to watch daughter
Jenna play tennis for the Bulldogs. At least
they were able to eliminate Houghton from
their GLIAC-college routes after another
daughter graduated from Michigan Tech.
The O' Dells will continue to save gas
money as May marked the end of Krista's
co llegiate running career. After receiving
a bachelor's degree in health sc iences last
year, she is enro ll ed in the doctoral
phys ical therapy program and hopes to
work in sports rehabi litation.
O ' Dell credited Baltes for guiding her
to an All -American running career and
said he was also key in her deci sion to
attend Grand Valley.

"Jerry is so positive and passionate
about cross country, that was a big selling
point. I knew that wherever I went to
schoo l I wanted to run and be successful ,"
she said.
Throughout six years of coaching
Lakers, Baltes has groomed 30 ath letes
to more than 70 All-American honors.
There's not a big secret to it, he sa id;
find people, like O'De ll , who are driven.
"S he 's very goal-driven. She wanted
to reach her full potential," he said.
"Distance rum1ers are of a different
mindset and we 're fortunate that all
our ru1mers are goal-oriented."

S orts smarts
53 student-athletes, including Krista O'Dell, from Laker winter sports
teams were named to the GLIAC All Academic Team. To be named,
students need at least _a 3.0 grade point average.

PHILANTHROPY I PROFILE;
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Retired waitress dishes up
opportunities and friendship
Ilene Schooley's best tip She carr ied plates of de licious
German food on her arms and her
clientele's burdens on her heart.
Ilene Schooley worked at the
Schnitzelbank Restaurant on Jefferson
Street in Grand Rapids for more than 40
years. She insists that she did not have
customers, she had friends. "I had a
fo ll owing," Schooley recounted. "They
we ren 't just people. I loved them; we
were friends. We shared information
about our fa milies. When they had a
heartache, I had a heartache."
It 's not surprising that a person with
such empathy would be looking for a way
to smooth the road for others. "I can see
that people with an education have a much
better chance," Schooley said.
Students interested in the biomedical
sciences will get that chance, thanks to
the Ilene I. School ey Biomedical Science
Scholars hip. She set up the endowed
scholarship at Grand Valley this year for
upper-leve l students interested in pursuing
a career in the biomedical sciences. "I
don't want them to have an easy life," she
sa id . "But I do want them to develop their
brains and do something important to help
people in the wo rld."
Like many in her generation, her life
was not easy. She left a northern Michigan
farm during World War II and went to
work in the factor ies of Detroit, making
gun shell cases and inspecting parachutes.
Schooley eventually made her way to
Gra nd Rapids where she worked in the
fa ll and winter and then would go home to
help her mother on the farm. She returned
to the chores of her youth - milking
cows, pi cking beans, and caring for the
ch ickens and the sheep. "We 'd also cook
for the hired men," she remembered. " It
was a feast three times a day."
She sa id she was around food all
her li fe as well as hard work. Schoo ley,
who never married, began working at
the Schnitzelbank six days a week. They
we re long days . So long in fact, School ey

Get an education -

by Mary Eilleen Lyon

chuckled and said she was married to the
restaurant; long enough that she joked
she lived there, too. She did not buy a
home until 20 years ago and lives in that
condominium still. "I was always fr ugal.
I don't live lavishly. I would save every
nickel , dime and quarter," she sa id. "I
can't stand debt."
Schooley cannot tolerate standing still,
either. She maintains that she spends her
hard-earned money only on what she
considers important, and when she ticks
off the countries she has visited, it is
obvious that travel was a defi nite priority.
She has visited Europe, As ia and South
America. Schooley broke her shoulder
while on a ski trip in Canada when she
was 55 years old. It was not un til she
broke a hip and had a second operation
that her brother advised her to hang up the
skis. She took up go lf.
Medical concerns kept her away fro m
her beloved friends at the Schnitzelbank

so much that six years ago Schooley fe lt
it was best to simpl y retire. She choked
back tears relating how painful it was
to separate from the life and people she
had loved for so many yea rs. "I've had
a good li fe ," she sa id, "and I want to do
something good for somebody else."
Her brother, Vern , the yo ungest of the
four Schooley ch il dren, was the only one
in the fami ly to go to college. He worked
his way through law schoo l and earned
Ilene's admiration and respect. Vern
encouraged her to investi gate setting up
the scholarship at Grand Vall ey. "I was so
impressed with the medi cal programs at
Grand Valley," she said. " We've had a lot
of illness in our family, and it 's my hope
that students interested in the sci ences will
find cures for those diseases."
After years of hard labor and diligence,
the load for Il ene Schoo ley has lightened;
now the finan cial burdens on Gra nd Va lley
students will be li ghter as well.

Ilene Schooley signs papers that create an endowed scholarsh ip for students interested
in biomedical sciences. Pictured with Schooley are (back row, left to right) biomedical
sciences facu lty members Martin Burg, Frank Sylvester, John Capod ilupo and University
Development Director of Gift Planning John Heerspink; (front row, left to right)
biomedical scien ces chair Tony Nieuwkoop, Schooley and College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences Dean Fred Antczak.
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On Born to Be Mild, Stoelzel said he
wanted to feature the trumpet's lyrical
side - hence the "mild" reference in the
title . The album was recorded in Grand
Valley 's Cook-DeWitt Center in 2003 . It
features five premiere recordings of
works composed by James Stephenson
III, Louis Stewart and Eric Ewazen including three pieces written specifically
for Stoelzel.
One of the pieces making its debut on
Born to Be Mild is Ewazen's "Grand
Valley Fanfare," which was commissioned
for the inauguration of President Mark A.
Murray in 2001. It is performed by Avatar
Brass, a group found ed by Stoelzel in
1993 that serves as Grand Valley 's
ensemble-in-residence. Stoelzel said

A career as a trumpeter wasn't a
foregone conclusion, Stoelzel said. Just
like many youngsters, his first desire
was to play drums.
" I still do a lot of air drumming,"
Stoelzel said.
But drums weren't an option for a
student in the fourth grade, when students
at his school began to participate in band.
"Being the impatient person that I still am,
I deciqed to take trumpet as a second
choice. That's where I began," he said.
Stoelzel said he was inspired by listening
to the likes of Phil Smith from the New
York Philharmonic, Charles Schlueter of
the Boston Philharmonic and Rolf Smedvig
of the Empire Brass. "Growing up listening
to them play was a huge role in my sound

"My objective was to atte mpt to take young talented
musicians and to do my best to mold them into not
on ly the best performers but also good people."
-

Richard Stoelzel

Ewazen, who is on faculty at the Juilliard
School of Music, is "one of the foremost
composers of brass works, now."
Also on the record is Stephenson's
"Sonata for Piano and Trumpet," which
was written specifically for Stoelzel. The
pair became friends when both were
playing with the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Institute Orchestra. Stephenson is currently
with the Naples Philharmonic in Florida.
"I believe that this piece is actually
going to be a huge staple in the trumpet
repertoire," Stoelzel said. " It's wellwritten, with beautiful melodies and
lush, romantic harmonies."
Stephenson is arranging tlu·ee of the
tunes on the CD for solo trumpet and band,
which Stoe lzel will premiere later this year
with the Grand Valley Wind Ensemble.
Stoelzel hails from Auburn, in upstate
New York. He studied at the University
of Louisville and earned a bachelor's
degree from the University of Southern
Mississippi and a master's from the
University of Connecticut. He spent time
playing cornet in the U. S. Coast Guard
Band. As solo cornetist for one of the elite
presidential bands, he performed often
for former presidents Bush and Reagan.

development," he said. He also cited jazz
screamer Maynard Ferguson as a "huge
influence," adding that he had posters of
Ferguson on his wall as a youth.
But the biggest influences on Stoelzel
have been his own teachers: Leon Rapier
of the University of Louisville, Dan Patrylak
from the University of Connecticut, and Jim
Thompson of the Eastman School of Music.
"Each one of them is like a father figure
and is an incredibly positive teacher,"
Stoelzel said.
He spoke particularly fondly of the
late Rapier.
" I remember coming over to his studio
and listening to him warm up and trying
to remember what he did, to take that to
the practice room and try to sound like
him," Stoelzel said.
He also continues to work with Patrylak,
who engineered Born to Be Mild.
Those positive experiences with his
own teachers have led Stoelzel to value
the process of teaching the next generation
of trumpeters.
"When I took my first major job at the
Harid Conservatory, my obj ective was to
attempt to take young talented musicians
and to do my best to mold them into not

only the best performers but also good
people," he said. "Many times, conservatories
can breed a great trumpet player but not
necessarily always someone who 's willing
to be a good citizen, as well."
Since Stoelzel came to Grand Va lley in
2000, the trumpet program has flourished.
One former student, Dorival Puccini we nt
from Grand Valley to the prestigious J~illiard
School of Music . Another, Steven Marx,
went on to the Eastman School of M usic.
He points to Marx and Puccini as examples
of the success of his teaching philosophy.
"They 're already out there, and they
have always been very he lpful to peop le,"
he said. "They 're competitive; they wa nt to
get a job, too. But they're not too busy to
listen to younger players and he lp them
become better."
Grand Valley had a good showing at
this year's National Trumpet Competition
held at George Mason U nivers ity. Two of
the 24 ensembles accepted to participate
as semi-finalists were from Grand Va lley.
One, under the direction of Stoelze l, won
second place. In the solo competition , of
the 23 selected semi -finalists , four were
from Grand Valley - and this year Grand
Valley is the only school to have two
students advance to the finals.
For the past five yea rs, a Grand Valley
student has been accepted to compete in
the finals of the prestigious International
Trumpet Guild Orchestra Competition. This
year, Robbi e McCabe of East Granby,
Connecticut, was selected to compete in
the finals in Bangkok, Thailand. It is the
second year McCabe has been selected
as one of four finalists out of a pool of
hundreds of young trumpeters from around
the world. Stoelze l himself won the grand
prize in the 1986 competition.
But while the kudos are great, he said
it's the music that's important.
" It 's not just trying to be N o. I. Success
is not necessarily being N o. l at what you
do, but it's really achi eving the best results
possible for you," Stoel zel said.

To hear clips from Born to Be Mild,
visit www gvsu. edu!gvmagazine
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and, as Grand Valley Magazine photographer

Bernadine Carey-Tucker di scovered , a great deal
of beauty.
"I thought it would be good for the staff of the
university to know of th e existence of th is bui lding
-

the comp lex ity of it, the fun ction , how we produce

all of these necessities , and to meet some of th e
fi ve hi ghly-trained engineers managing this plant,"
said John Scherff, Fac ilities Services maintenance
supervi sor and project manage r. He ad ded that it's
another part of the Grand Valley success sto ry.
"We exce l so much academical ly and athletically
and with our outward appearance. But I think peop le
need to know that we have even more that we're
entitl ed to be proud of," Scherff said.
Mike Malloy is one of the
engineers who keep the
CUB running.

The CUB is fi ll ed with the un iversity's two boile rs and four
chillers and an impressive, hulking array of pipes lead ing out
onto campus and back. These pipes, painted in festive colors

to indicate their contents, send steam and chill ed
water to the campus over two miles underground.
The facility provides heating in the winter, cooling in
the summer and electri city year-round. Scherff likes
comparing the operation to a human body.
"Essenti ally, your entire comfort is provided right
here," he sa id. "The boilers , chil lers and pump s
combin e to form the heart , pump ing these essenti als
out through the pipes like arteries in your body, taking
it to the mec hanical rooms in eac h bu il din g. The
mec hanical rooms out on the campu s are like th e
organs of you r body. Steam, ch il led water and powe r
are going to the mechan ical rooms and th en get
distrib uted to sati sfy the spec ific needs of the whole
campus. So, the analogy of the body is quite correct"
The facility is a 24-7 operation. One of the
engineers, Mike Mall oy, ex pl ained what hi s day
is like.
"We monitor the bui ldings for temperature, we
chec k for alarms on th e computer, and for systems
that are malfunctioning as to heating an d cooling. We try to
check troub le spots, monitor the equ ipm ent th e boi lers, the
Chilled water is pumped out onto campus through these pipes.

chillers, the pu mps," Malloy said.
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Th e engineers also gather, store and interpret a
massive amount of data and monitor building s for fire
and theft alarm s.
Terry Pah l, facilities eng ineer, quantified the amount
of energy it takes to keep Grand Valley comfortab le.
"From a power standpoint, you can equate it to

1,300 homes," Pah l said.
Given the wide climate swings in Michigan , Malloy said
it's more of a chal lenge when the weather is hot and humid
than when the weather is cold . Because steam is used in the

an average four-person house . The amount of power

process of creating cool air, in the su mmertim e they also

that comes through here is enoug h to li ght up 5,000

have to run the boilers and the chill ers, making the building

homes, so th at puts it into a little perspective. Th e

quite hot

amount of gas that comes through amounts to about
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Through a computerized energy management system in

The pipes leading out to the campus are color coded green for chilled water and blue for potable water.
The darker color denotes the supply lines and the
lighter colors are the return .

control system yet; a few bui ldin gs still have remnants
of the old pne umatic system, but those systems will
likely be replaced in the next coup le years.
The work of the engineers goes on largely
unnoticed -

by nature, the work is somewhat

invisible. People don't think about it when the
a control booth near the boilers, an eng in eer can pull up
nearly any Grand Valley office, see what the temperature is

temperature in a bui lding is just right.
"The c losest we get to a comp liment is when

in that office and adjust it remotely. Malloy demonstrated the

peop le cal l when we are able to make a correction

system by pu llin g up a report of a zone of three or four rooms.

quickly," Sc herff said .

"We can look at a hun dred different control points for that
particu lar zone of three rooms -

air flow, heatin g, wate r, valve

pos itions," Malloy said.
Scherff said the entire camp us isn't hooked up to the dig ital

Sc herff added that the CUB doesn't have to be a
mystery to the campus comm unity. Art c lasses have
visited and sketc hed the machinery, and tours of the
fac ility are avail ab le by con tactin g Sche rff .
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Kindschi makes a Grand Valley mark on Antarctica
P. Doug las Kindsch i, professor of mathematics and philosophy, spent eight days in
January in Antarctica ev-aluating an internship program for college students. The
former dean of Science and Mathematics is chair of the Raytheon Science Support
Advisory Board, which offers educational programs and internships on the continent.
Here are excerpts from the journal he kept during his trip.
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•snowplow parents' push obstacles out
of the way, change campus culture
-

'

Experts say constant calls, visits hinder students' independence

I just got out of class. I did better on the exam
than I thought. rm on my way to the bookstore
so I'll tell you more about it later. Bye, Mom."
You can hear students talking as they shuffle
between classes. You assume they are talking to
' another, but a closer look reveals that they are talking into their
one
cell phones. For all the good a cell phone can bring, some experts
say this modern technology is contributing to a shift in campus
culture. Thi s shift has to do with parental behavior and how it is
affecting students. The media has dubbed this conduct "helicopter
parenting"; Grand Valley experts call it "snowplow parenting"
- parents who desperately try to clear the way for their kids.
Just six or seven years ago, college experts said most college
students spoke to their parents once every few weeks. Today, many
students talk to their parents several times a day, relaying every
detail of their lives .
"In the last four or five
years we have seen a significant
change on campus," said Andy
Beachnau, director of Housing,
Residence Life and Health
Services. "Students used to handle
their own problems. Now, many
students talk with their parents
every day, and when there is a
problem, we usually hear from the
parents, not the students."
Beachnau has touched on
what a Wall Street Journal aiticle
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called "The Coddling Crisis." The a1ticle revealed how parents are
so used to speaking and intervening for their children, they continue
to do so even after their children have become adults, and college
campuses are experiencing the fallout.
"Pai·ents spend years deciding who their children will play with,
which teachers they will have, and what activities they will be
involved in. And that behavior is continuing," Beachnau said. "We
call it 'snowplow parenting' : parents want to clear the way ahead
of their children so they have a smooth road before them with no
bumps, no problems."
Beachnau said many parents are involved with their child 's
college education from the very statt, noting that at least half of
all college application forms are fi lled out by a parent instead of a
student.
"We use the housing application to help us match roommates,"
he said, "and parents are answering questions about how they view
their child."
Beachnau also said ifs the parents who are asking the questions
during student tours of the campus .
"We had one mom talking to her son on her cell phone during
the entire tour, repeating everything the tour guide was saying," he
said . "Apparently, her son couldn 't make it."
Another example of how campus cu lture has changed happens
on move-in day for freshmen . A few years ago, a parent or friend
would just deposit a student at his residence hall. Not so anymore.
"It's a three-vehicle ordeal," Beachnau said. "The student is
in the first car, Mom and Dad are fo llowing behind in a packed
minivan, and then Grandma and Grandpa are bringing up the rear
with the video camera."

oo often, these well-intending parents
interfere with their child 's education
process, according to Bart Merkle,
vice provost and dean of students.
"Much of what students learn takes
place outside of the classroom,"
Merkle said. "They learn to navigate
and negotiate the university. In
addition to grappling with ideas , they
encounter people, policies and procedures."
But, Merkle said, they are dealing with a
generation that wants what they want when they
want it - and parents are trying to make sure their
kids get what they want. "That's not real life," he
said.
Merkle, who has five children, said he knows all
about the emotional connection between parent and
child, but warned against the connection becoming
irrational. "Higher education is about growth and
development. That can't happen when Mom and
Dad keep interceding," he said.
Merkle and Beachnau have plenty of examples
of how students come to their offices for a meeting
and before the student leaves, he or she dials a cell
phone so administrators can talk with Mom or Dad.
Both men said they can predict when parents will
call: the beginning of a semester when students meet
their roommates and right after grades come out.
"The No. l complaint we receive from parents
has to do with a conflict between their child and
a roommate," said Beachnau. "Students used to
handle these problems themselves. Now, parents get
involved."
Beachnau said parents also call him about
excessive noise, cleanliness and whether their child
is eating a balanced meal. And if all of these issues
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aren 't enough , Beachnau said parents, not students,
call to dispute a grade.
An informal survey of a group of Grand Valley
students brought out some humorous stories. These
students decided to confront their parents.
A freshman from Chesaning said he had to sit his
mom down for a talk. "My mom came to visit three
weekends in a row when I first got here," he said.
"It 's about a two-hour drive for her. I had to tell her
to stop coming or I wasn't going to make any new
friends. She complained to my dad about what I
said."
Another freshman from Carson City said her dad,
a computer programmer, was driving nearly two
hours to come to campus every weekend. "He said
he wanted to clear my computer of any viruses," she
said, "but I think he was using that as an excuse to
come visit."
A junior from Ferndale said he finally stopped
telling his parents about any problems he was
having so they would stop interfering.
Sandy Portko, professor of psychology, has
taught at Grand Valley for 24 years and has also
noticed the shift in campus culture. She said
hovering parents are often shocked when it comes
time for their children to be out on their own.
"Constant hovering can be crippling for a child,"
she said. "Parents make sure their kids get here and

A 2003 poll by the University of Chicago's

National Opinion Research Center found
that most Americans think adulthood begins at

_about age 26.

th e re. atte nd the ri g ht sc hoo l. get th e ri g ht grades, a nd ge t
th e ri g ht degree. T hey the n expect the ir kids to be ab le
to run the ir ow n li ves and they are ba ffl ed as to why that
is n' t happenin g ."
Po rtko sa id so me pa re nts be li eve th at beca use they are
pa y ing the bill . they ca n d ic tate w hat co urses th eir c hild
will take. Yet. at the sam e tim e. she sa id. they want th e ir
c hi ld to be self-s uffi c ient late r in li fe .
·'That is se nd ing a mi xed message," s he said.
She a lso said some stude nts. wh o have ex pe ri e nced a
co nstant am ount of co ntro l by th e ir pare nts. may develo p a
fear of going out into the world and a fear of the future.
Me rkl e said pare nts today ha ve a tre me ndou s proble m
lettin g go. a nd they don ' t reali ze that is w hat th ey a re
supposed to do. He pointed to a noth e r ha ll mark of
snow plow pare ntin g : acce pting blame. Me rkl e said today's
stud e nt accepts Jess and less respon s ibil ity ; when a student
m isbe haves. is confronted and the n d isciplined , there is a
good poss ib ili ty that parents will cha lle nge the action.
·'T here is an abso lute blind se nse that whate ver my kid

-

Wall Street Journal, 2005

te ll s me is the abso lute truth ," Me rkle sa id .
He re me mbe rs fig htin g the same urges of wa ntin g to
hover over hi s c hil dre n whe n they were youn ger. He wrote
an o pinio n piece. "Challenges or Parent ing," fo r the Grc111d
Rapids Press.
"Trying to be a good pare nt is li ke ly the mos t diffic ul t
c hall e nge th at a nyo ne ca n unde rtake. T he re is no train ing
for th e ro le a ltho ugh we can recall the be hav io rs of o ur
ow n pare nts. o bserve th e be hav io rs of othe rs and read
so me o f th e vo lumino us li terature on the subjec t wri tte n
by peo ple w ho may o r may not rea lly kn ow a nyt hin g
about pare ntin g.
Ultimate ly, eac h of us mu st ble nd o ur li fe expe ri e nces.
o ur e moti o ns and o ur reasoning abilities togeth er to make
pare ntin g dec is ions th at are in th e best inte rests of o ur
kids. Learnin g to ass um e respon s ibility for one's ow n
be havior is essent ial for attainin g tru e inde pe ndence. The
reali ty is that none of us can make our kid s successf ul or
happy - on ly they can do that ...

Issues, once handled by students, now controlled by parents
Parent Complaint

What They Mean

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Someone isn't being nice to Johnny
It's too crowded for Johnny
It's too messy for Johnny
He's different than Johnny
He's using Johnny's stuff
Give Johnny a better grade
It's too loud for Johnny
Is Johnny eating properly?

Roommate conflicts
Extra person in room
Cleanliness of room
Race/religion of roommate
Property issues
Grades
Noise
Diet issues

Source: Grand Valley Housing, Residence Life and Health Services
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Henry Matthews is director of Grand Valley's Galleries and Collections,
which had about 1,200 pieces on display in various buildings when he
came on board in 1998. Matthews now oversees about 5,000 pieces and
has been instrumental in acquiring, selecting and placing artwork in every
new building on each campus.
The West Michigan community has also benefited from Matthews'
expertise. He serves on the boards of several area cultural institutions and
oversaw the acquisition and placement of about 350 works of art for the
new Meijer Heart Center. Before coming to Grand Valley, Matthews was the
curator and then director of the Muskegon Museum of Art for 13 years.
Matthews spoke with Grand Valley Magazine's Mary lsca Pirkola about the
many functions of art at Grand Valley, ongoing projects and his vision of an
expanded Art Gallery.

GVM: The art at Grand Valley does so much
more than decorate bare walls with pretty
pictures. Can you explain how it is meant
to engage the mind and feed the soul?
Matthews: Faculty, staff, students and
visitors appreciate that an interesting piece
of art can start a dialogue, even when the
viewer doesn't like a particular piece. They
may ask themselves and others questions
about the piece itself and the reasons for
their varied reactions to it.
We are so fortunate that both President
Murray and President Lubbers have given
tremendous support for the placement of
art throughout all Grand Valley buildings.
Both presidents have recognized the
importance of art as not only a visual
enhancement, but as a learning tool.

GVM: How is the art at Grand Valley
used as a learning tool in a more
traditional sense?
Matthews: One example is the Print &
Drawing Cabinet, our collection of more
than 1,500 museum-quality works on
paper, including prints, drawings, photos,

artists' sketchbooks and such. Starting
this fall, the Print & Drawing collections
will be made accessible to researchers,
including students, faculty, staff, and the
West Michigan art community. This will
be very carefully done, by appointment
only. White gloves will be provided and
required for handling the art works. No
food, drink or ink pens will be allowed in
the room; only pencils will be used for
making notes.
Art researchers can study these pieces
for their design and historic value and also
use them in interdisciplinary studies, such
as we did last year with another collection:
Jose Guadalupe Posada, Mexico's most
famous printmaker. That collection
consists of 50 vintage broadsides - actual
newsprint pages made from the original
zinc plates by the Vanegas printing family
- that feature Posada's artwork along
with the Spanish poems and stories that
shared the page.
We also commissioned the re-striking
of 400 additional print blocks by Posada
that are in the Vanegas' possession. These
are of tremendous historic, artistic, and

Grand Valley campus, be it student
housing, or the new academic building,
we always plan to include art.
GVM: Yes, we are very fortunate in that
way. How is the art chosen?
Matthews: Most projects have an art
advisory group including representatives
from end users of that building. We work
hard at taking into account what functions
occur in that building and how it would be
enhanced and complemented by art.
There will be about 150 pieces in the
new academic building, Lake Ontario
Hall. It will house the College of
Interdisciplinary Studies and the art
will reflect that. Some pieces will be
commissioned, some will come from our
existing collection storage, some will be
art by faculty, students, alumni and local
area artists, and some may come from
purchases made while I've traveled to
other countries for Grand Valley.

GVM: There seems to be an emphasis
on developing international relationships
and adding art from other countries to
Grand Valley's collections. Can you
explain that and mention the places
you've visited?

sociological value. It was a great source
for interdisciplinary studies: Latin
American Studies, Spanish language,
art, history and poetry.
GVM: So, these collections will become
a teaching and learning resource?
Matthews: Exactly! My philosophy is

that the gallery space is another lab and a
classroom. When we build a new gallery,
my vision is to have more storage and
study room for the Print & Drawing
Cabinet, which is currently located
downtown in the Cook-DeVos Center.
Art history students and others will have
the opportunity to curate the collections,
research them, display and possibly give
lectures about the works and the artists.
An expanded multi-room gallery would
not only allow for larger exhibitions, but
multiple exhibitions simultaneously.
Currently, we lose about two weeks
between each exhibition for take down and
set up. With a minimum of two rooms, one

exhibition could be open while another is
being prepared.
GVM: What other projects are you
currently working on?
Matthews: This fall we will have a major

printmaker come as a visiting artist and
work with David Keister and Dellas
Henke, master printmakers from our Art
and Design faculty. In collaboration with
the Art Gallery, we will commission this
artist to create a project with students.
Their master proof will be added to Grand
Valley's Print & Drawing Cabinet.
GVM: That's exciting news. What about
new building developments on the
Allendale Campus?
Matthews: Renovation of the Zumberge
Library is currently in the first year of a
two-year project. All of the old and tired
art has been removed and is currently
being replaced with new works. Whenever
a new building is constructed on any

Matthews: Russia, Australia, Europe,
Africa and Asia, to name a few. These are
places where Grand Valley has established
formal relationships, exchanged students
and visiting professors. We want to bring
an awareness of the larger world to our
campuses and expose students to the art
and artists of other cultures. We are
currently developing projects involving
Shanghai, Cairo, and others.

GVM: What are your favorite countries
to travel to?
Matthews: The ones I haven't yet been
to, pa11icularly India and South America.

GVM: Any trips planned?
Matthews: In October, I'll be taking the
Friends of the Gallery for an extended
weekend to New York City. By the way,
everyone is welcome to join us. We're
going to focus on what's new in the art
museum scene with visits to the Neue
Galerie, the fabulous new German and
Austrian expressionist collection assembled
by the Landers, and also the newly opened
MOMA and Museum of American Folk
Art. Maybe we'll take in a Broadway show
and a ballet.
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Women's Center inspires students, plays vital role in community -

by Michele Coffill

A young mother trying to cope with postpartum depression A new graduate talking
through job and life changes with a mentor A student gaining leadership skills
From diffe re nt ave nues and with vary ing deg rees of purpose, these wo me n fo und so lace
and guidan ce at Grand Va lley's Women's Ce nter. They are exa mples that the ce nter, located
in a Kirkhof Ce nter office suite, is meeting its mi ss ion of " suppo rting c urrent and future
successes" of wo men stud e nts.
The center will ce lebrate its fourth a nni versa ry in Au g ust. Staff members in volved in
its initi al planning said it has fulfill ed the ir ear ly expectations. " We had a pretty bi g vision
whe n we started," sa id direc tor M arl ene Kowalski -Braun. "We started in th e Dean of
Stude nts Offi ce. [Assi stant director] Jo Ann [Wasse naar] was workin g in a closet and I had
a small office . But our mind s were much bi gger than our space; we wa nted to impact not
on ly ca mpus, but th e larger co mmunity."
It was a lofty goa l, but one that has bee n successfull y accompli shed. From spon so rin g
campu s programs to building co mmunity partnerships to spreadin g encouraging wo rd s, th e
ce nter 's staff membe rs ha ve touched the li ves of co untl ess stud e nts. Here are just
three exampl es.

'They gave me room to be myself'

••• I felt

so

Welcoming.

room to
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Qui ana Broden was the first in her fami ly of nine siblings to go to co llege. She lea rn ed
about Grand Va lley by parti c ipating in an Upward Bound prog ram at Grand Rap ids' Ce ntral
Hig h School. The federally funded Upward Bound helps prepare lo w- inco me or firstgeneration coll ege-bo und hi gh sc hool stude nts for success in co llege .
" I thought th at I always wanted to be a soc ial
wo rker becau se they he lped my famil y so much ,"
she sa id.
that the atmosphere there was
Her studi es and plan to work as a reside nt
assistant were de layed slig htl y whe n Broden got
They gave me
preg nant durin g her junior year.
" It seemed such a stereoty pe : a not married,
- Quiana Broden
be myself.
black wo man ," she sa id. " But I kn ew I ju st had
to kee p going. I wanted to stop tryi ng, then I
thou ght, ' You ' re not going to be th e first preg nant
woma n at sc hool , and you wo n 't be the last."'
Her attitude helped motivate Broden to take summer classes. Things were going we ll ,
she sa id , until her last month of pregnancy when her blood press ure spiked ; her doctor
diagnosed her with preec lamps ia and ordered bed rest. Assar iyah was born one month early
but arrived health y. Broden said she knew how to care for a baby - and did th at we ll
- but kept wa iting to full y bond with her daughter.
"It was a life-c han ging ex peri e nce . People say you lo ve your baby at fir st s ight, but
- she and I - we didn ' t kno w eac h other. It took time," she sa id. "I went throu gh a mild

postpartum depres sion. My doctor wanted me to take pill s but I'm not a pi ll taker."
Broden returned to campus and was tryin g to juggle motherhood and classes when
Kowalski-Braun urged her to attend a mothers' support group spo nsored by the
Wo men's Center.
" I started going to meetings and started going into the Women ' s Center. On my worst
day, I fe lt that the atmosphere there was so welcoming. They gave me room to be my self,"
she said .
Broden met other student-parents throu gh the support group and said their stories and
advice were extremely helpful.
"They made me feel like I could do stuff as a mom. I found out some students lived on
campus with many kids, and I thought, ' I can do this with one kid ,"' she said.
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She even broug ht Assariyah to classes for a few weeks before finding permane nt c hild
ca re. They live in a small Grand Rapids apartm ent, and Broden sa id she and he r 2-year-o ld
dau ghter are " ha ving the best time."
" We dance around the li ving room in o ur T-shirts eve ry day," she said.
Broden gradu ated in April with a socio logy degree. She sits on th e Women 's Center
Adviso ry Board.

'It's as simple as someone reaching out'
Fa ith Humphrey said she had " maxed out" her student Joans, was runni ng o ut of mo ney
and nearing the end of her rope. She had two classes left to take before grad uatin g, but had
no idea how to pay fo r them.
She placed her hopes on a scholarship for non-traditional students offered by the
Women 's Center.
"Part of the application included an essay," she sa id. "I wrote about how I grew up in
poverty and was pay ing for co ll ege alone. And how I had surpassed obstacles in my life to
get to that point.
"It was my first time reaching o ut."
It worked. Humphrey, now 25, received the sc holarship, finis hed her classes and
graduated in 2003 w ith an Eng li sh degree. " I didn ' t think I would get it . When you think
of non -trad iti onal women, you think of sing le moms. I'm g lad they didn't judge me on age,
but on the e ntire package," she said.
The scho lars hip required reg ular meetings with
a mentor; Humphrey was pa ired with LeaA nn
Tibbe, Student Life special events coord in ator,
but busy schedules kept the two from talking until
Humphrey nea red g radu at ion.
"We finally co nnected, and we talked for a
co upl e of hours," she sa id . " We still keep in
co ntac t. "
Humphrey we lcomed a fri e ndl y vo ice last
- Marlene Kowalski-Braun
winter when she quit her job and started searc hin g
fo r anoth er. " It was ni ce to talk with LeaA nn .
She has give n me adv ice about job searches," she said.
Humphrey ca ll ed herself an av id feminist but sa id th e scholarsh ip he lped her see, and
app rec iate, the Women 's Center in anoth e r li ght.
" I wou ldn ' t have gradu ated from coll ege if I didn ' t have that scho larship ," she said.
" Sometimes it 's as s impl e as so meo ne reachin g out , havi ng a hand to ho ld."

We don't want to stop

growing, especially when

we're in the midst of such possibility...

'Tonight, people's lives are going to change'
Adr ienne Trier began volunteeri ng at the Women 's Center when it opened. Four
yea rs later, the seni or from Scottv ill e was in charge of train ing 200 vo luntee rs for
com muni ty service.
As vo lun teer coord inator for the Women 's Issues Volunteer Corps , Trier met, trained
then matched student and facu lty vo lunteers with organ izatio ns like Girl Scouts, YWCA
and the Women 's Reso urce Center in Grand Rapids. Trier sa id when the Women 's Center
established the WIVC three years ago, about 50 peopl e s igned up. That number in creased
to 200 last semester.
It was through the WIVC that Trier said she co ul d see the impact the Women 's Center
had on ca mpus life.
" I used to get al l kinds of stud ents who wanted to vo lunteer. It wasn ' t just femi ni sts who
were com ing in. I go t so many different vo lu nteers whose experie nces and beliefs ran the
gamu t," she said.
While Trier had been involved in other Women 's Cen ter programs like Eyes Wide
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Open and th e Cloth esline Project, whic h address sex ual ass aul t and domestic violence,
respecti ve ly, her in vo lve ment in the Vag ina Monolog ues was closest to her heart. She
served as director, production coordinator and adviser in three productions of the
Vagi na Mono logues .
Since 2002, th e center has produced Eve Ensler 's play to sellout crowds. The
producti on, often with a cast of 40 or 50 , serves as a fund ra iser fo r area wo me n's
programs; more than $10,000 has been raised each yea r.
"It 's so e mpowering for both the actresses and audience," she said. " Whe n I was the
coordin ator, someone gave me a card last year th at said, ' To ni ght, people 's li ves are goin g
to cha nge.' And that was rea ll y awe-i nsp iri ng to thin k about. "
After earni ng a bachelor 's degree from Grand Valley, Trier will pursue a doctora l degree
in sociology with an e mphas is in ge nder studies at Virgin ia Tech th is fa ll.

hey're willing to push the envelope'
The chall enges of ru nnin g a successful organ ization are ma in taini ng its qual ity and
surpassi ng already high ex pectations. And for the Women 's Center, with its small staff and
programming budget, the key is continuing to seek partnerships.
T he center has two ad ministrators, a clerical staff mem ber and a loyal core of graduate
and undergradu ate st udent workers, some who volu nteer to wo rk outs ide their paid hours.
Its progra mming budget is $30 ,000.
"It 's rea lly a balance," Kowalski-Braun said. "We don ' t want to stop growing, especially
when we' re in th e mids t of so much poss ibili ty, but there are limita ti ons
and we are having to recog ni ze th ose."
Most of th e cente r 's programmin g, from bringing national
speakers to Grand Valley to hostin g wo rks hops, is f unded
with help fro m ca mpus and co mmunity partn ers .
"Nearl y everything we do has a co-c urricul ar co nn ecti on,"
Ko walski-Braun sa id. "And fo r us, as part of Student Affairs,
it 's impo rtant to keep this as part of a stud ent 's learnin g
experience. It does n ' t mea n mu ch to a stude nt if th ey can ' t ti e
it back to th eir classwork ."
The center 's staff has also built partnerships with area
orga nizations like the YWCA , Center for Wome n in Tra nsi tion and th e No komi s
Fo undatio n, whi c h recentl y gave it a two-yea r, $50 ,000 gra nt fo r programmin g.
DeDe Esqu e, Nokomi s Fo undati on manager of o perati o ns and g ran t makin g, sa id th e
Wo men's Center pl ays a vital rol e in th e communi ty.
"My sense is that th ey're willing to pu sh the envelope, and th at's a valid and
im portant ro le to take in thi s communi ty," Esq ue said. " An academic institu tio n should be
challengi ng to stud ents and fac ulty and present differe nt si des. T he ' Vagin a Mo no log ues'
is a great exa mple; oth er than a few comm uni ty theater gro ups, I do n ' t th ink anyo ne in th is
area would have put it on. It 's very courageo us of them ."
Kowalski-Braun and Wassenaar sa id they 've built the center 's programmin g and services
to a seemingly fever pitch - duri ng one week in March the center hosted fo ur diffe rent
events - because they want to reach as ma ny stud ents as possible.
"Whe n we plan our calendar, we make a point of keep in g our annua l programs that foc us
on student concerns li ke eating disorders, sex ual assaul t and dep ress ion amo ng wome n,"
Wassenaar said. "We li ke to thi nk that we ' re having an impact and when stude nts leave,
they remember somethin g that they lea rn ed here. We have stud ent wo rkers who are now in
th e Peace Corps and AmeriCorps. Hopefull y, we were a piece of what motivated them ."
The students in th ese examples fo un d mot ivat ion in different aspects of the Wo men's
Center 's mission: supporting curre nt and fu ture successes by givi ng roo m fo r ind ividu al
growth, offer ing a helping hand and chang ing li ves.
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A lumna, professor lauded at commencement for
service to Grand Valley
The Alumni Association ·recogni zed
two people for their service to the
university and community during April 's
commencement ceremony.
Dixie L. Anderson, '72 and ' 78,
received the Distinguished A lumna Award.
Anderson is the executive director of the
World Affairs Council of Western
M ichiga n. She earned a bache lor 's degree
in soc ial studies and a master's degree in
business admini stration.
The Distinguished Alumni Awa rd was
established in 1986 to recognize Grand
Valley g raduates who have gone on to
distinguish themselves in their profess iona l
careers and as alumni representatives of
the university through outstanding service
to the community.
Anderson's leadership resulted in
the council's recognition by the World
Affairs national office as " Best Small
Council in the Nation" in 2002. Through
her efforts, the council has brought to
Grand Rapids prominent world fi gures
like South Africa 's Archbishop Desmond
Tutu , former Israeli Prime Mini ster
Ehud Barak and former specia l envoy
to Iraq L. Paul Bremer.
She was chosen as one of 100
Americans to observe the March 2004
presidential elections in Taiwan, and was
honored by the Foreign Policy Association

for deve lop ing the council 's "G reat
Decisions in Foreign Po licy" lecture series.
A strong supporter of GVSU alumni
progra ms, the Grand Rapids res ident
was instrumental in establishing the
Seidman College of B usiness A lumni
Association. She has served on the
GVSU A lumni Association Advisory
Board and received the Alumni Serv ice
Award in J 99 1.
Physical therapy ass istant professor
Daniel Vaughn was named the Alumni
Association's Outstanding Edu cator. The
association surveys g raduates five years
after leav ing Grand Valley to identify a
faculty member fo r the award.
Vaughn has been a member of the
Grand Valley faculty since 1996. H e is a
graduate of East Caro lina University and
earned a clinical master's degree in
physical therapy from the Ola Grimsby
Institute. Formerly a physical therapist
in private practice, Vaughn was cited
for his dedication to the advancement
of his students, his energy and passion
for excellence in physical therapy, and
his abili ty to skillfully blend practical
experience with theory in the classroom.
He and his wife, Pat, are the parents
of daughter, Maddie, 12; and sons, Wesley,
10, and Sam, 7. The family lives in East
Grand Rapids.

Dixie L. Anderson , '72 and '78, and
Daniel Vaughn were named, respectively,
Distinguished Alumna and Outstand ing
Educator recipients. They are pictured at the
Alumni House at a reception prior to Ap ril's
commencement ceremony.

Award winners are selected annually;
Distinguished Alumni Award winners are
chosen in February and Outstanding
Edu cators are named in October by a
pane l of Alumni Association Board of
Directors members.

··· ------------------------Criminal justice professor, nonprofit CEO earn honors
At December's commencement
ceremony, Kathleen Bailey, associate
professor of criminal justice, rece ived the
Outstanding Educator Award ; and James
Stiff, '79, received the Distinguished
A lumnus Award.
Ba il ey joined Grand Valley's fac ulty
in 1994. She is a for mer winner of the
GVSU Outstanding Teacher Award, as
selected by her peers. Bailey earned a
bache lor's degree in education from
Centra l M ichigan University and master's
and doctoral degrees from Western
Michigan Un iversity.
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She served for six years as a psychologist
and instructor at Grand Valley 's police
academy. Her profess ional emphas is is in
the area of juvenile justice and corrections.
Stiff has been an executive of Goodwill
Industri es since 1988 , and serves as
pres ident and CEO of Goodwill Industries
of Midd le Georgia.
A native of Fenton, Stiff graduated
from Gra nd Valley with a bachelor's
degree in philosop hy and later ea rned a
master's degree in religious stud ies from
Notre Dame Institute. He had been employed
by the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.

Kathleen Bailey and James Stiff, '79, talk
at the Alumni House following a reception
for December's award winners .
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Documentary filmmaker creates PBS series about slavery
Dante James, '76, has enjoyed the giant
leap from producing local t~levision
segments, the likes of High School Quiz
Bo\VI and athletic events, to the national
production of a four-part PB S documentary
series, Slave1JJ and the Making ofAmerica,
wh ich aired in February.

human by another. This approach affected
every decision from the casting of roles,
to the se lection of visual images .
"The visual approach of the work grew
out of a philosophical approach ," James
said. "We tried to present the who le
structure of the enslaved, not just the
hands, or feet, or silhouettes of people,
but their entire physical be ings ."
James is taking advanced course
wo rk in arts and liberal studies at Duke
University. After earn ing a bachelor's
degree in arts and media from Grand
Valley, he remained in West Michigan
as production and operations manager of

manager. "He 's made us all proud that
he continued over the years to achieve
the professiona l goals be set for himself."
James left WGVU and continued
wo rking in public broadcasting at two
stations in Washington , D. C. In 199 1,
he joined Blackside, Inc. , a Boston
video production company.
In 1994, James received the
Distinguished A lumnus Awa rd for his
outstanding contributions to the fi eld
of public broadcasting, including his
participation in funding panels for the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
and the National Black Programming

" I just sat and read. Imagine, gettin g paid just
to read. That's pretty cool." - Dante James

Filmmaker Dante James, '76, earned the
Di sting uished Alumnus Award in 1994
for contributions to t he fie ld of public
broadcasting.

"Thi s work te lls the story from the
point of view of the enslaved," James said.
"Taking adva ntage of new scholarship, we
wanted to find their point of view, and tell
the stories of some historical characters
not seen before."
Now living in Durham, North Carolina,
James visited WGVU studios for a premiere
of tbe first episode, "The Downward
Sp ira l," whi ch he also wrote and directed.
The documenta ry is a production of
WNET-TV in New York. The PB S affiliate
approac hed James three years ago about
producing the series. "The learning
process began immediately," he said.
"I sat on my couch and read about
slavery in America for a solid month,"
James sa id . "I just sat and read. Imagi ne,
getting paid just to read. That's pretty cool."
The series recognized the remarkable
contrad ictions that emerged as the new
ni ted States forged ahead, dedicated to
the freedo m and liberty of the individua l,
whi le also promoting the ownership of one

Grand Valley's public television station,
then known as WGVC-TV Though
new to the industry, James became known
for his dedication and high standards as
a communicator.
"I was always impressed by Dante 's
vision of what he wanted to attain, both
for our television station and for himself,"
said Carrie Corbin, WGVU program

Consortium and serv ing as a judge for the
Emmys and other broadcasting awards .
James has received many awards for
his work at WETA-TV in Washington ,
D.C., including honors for producing a
documentary on opera singer Marian
Anderson, Politics: The New Black
Power and Turning It Around: Urban
Teens in Crises.

WGVU 'Newsmakers' host Fred Martino interviews James about producing the
documentary 'Slavery and the Making of America .'
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News from regional clubs
The Alumni Regiona l Clu b
progra m is entering its second year
and growing more popu lar. Active
alumni from nearly every corner of
the country met at events during the
w inter and spring . Here's a samp ling:

Michigan clubs ~
On January 20, President Mark A.
Murray, Seidman Co llege of Business
Dean H. James Williams and Director
of Alumni Relations Chris Barbee, '88 ,
met with 74 Muskegon area alumni for
a reception and tour of the Michigan
Alternative and Renewable Energy Center.
Murray and Barbee joined 40 area alumni
and friends for a reception at Weber's Inn
in Ann Arbor on January 25.

Ann Arbor: (l eft to right) Soon Lee Hotaling,
'95, and Jessica Ping Mills, '97.

South Carolina •
Barbee and Vice President for University
Deve lopment Maribeth Wardrop joined
club member Tammie Hoffman, '90,
and other alumni for a reception in
Charleston's stately antebellum Middleton
Plantation on April 6.

Las Vegas T
Assistant Director of Alumni Relations
Kim Schmidt, '88 and '00, joined club
leader Josh Lamers, '9 8, and a group of 13
alumni and thei1: fam ilies for a networking
reception in Las Vegas in early March.

(Left to right) Terence Hoffman, Tammie
Hoffman, '90, Jeff Schrag, '04 and M elissa
Ratledge.

Muskegon: (left to right) Kenneth Grant, '92,
and Kenneth James, '96.

Boston T
Grand Valley alumni from the Boston
area joined Barbee and host Christian
Gordon, ' O1, at a networking reception
on March 3 1.

Metro Chicago
Club leader Brian Dutkiewicz, ' 02, and
Associate Director of Alumni Relations
Kent Fisher, ' 91 , welcomed Chicago area
alums to a reception at Carmichael's
Chicago Steakhouse on April 29 .

South Florida
In April, Miami resident Steven
Nicolet, '95, and Schmidt hosted a
networking reception fo r Grand Valley
South Florida alumni at the Courtya rd
Marriott Miami Hote l.

(Left to right) Steve Zak, '93, Bill McGory,
'92, and Nichola Osgood, '03.

Central Indiana

Wash ington, D.C. T
Barbee and club president La uren
Parks, ' 01 , welcomed 21 D. C.-area alumni
for a reception on March 9 at the U.S .
Chamber of Commerce.

(Left to right) Christian Gordon, '01, Lorie
Gordon, Esther Czekalski, '77, David Hurd,
'01, Lora Power, '00, Megan Waterbury,
'99, Sherry Cook, '77, Steven Hoort, '72,
Katie Bauman, '04, Danielle Ryan, '98, and
Stephanie Greenwood, '01 .

Alumni from Central Indiana attended a
May 5 reception at the Canterbury Hotel in
Indianapolis with Fisher and Assistant Vice
President for Development Karen Loth.

Southern California ~
Alumni club leader Renz Kuipers, ' 95 ,
led a group of alumni and their fa milies
on an art and architectural tour at the
Getty Center in Los Angeles on April 3.
(Left to right) Rachael Voorhees, '04,
Pearlette Merriweather, '95, David Yonkman,
'98, Alan Kimber, '93, and Allison Reynolds.
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Alumni and their friends toured the Getty
Center in Los Angeles.
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Alumni chapters get behind-the-scenes look at

'STREET ScENE

1

The Alumni Association and its College
of Education and Kirkhof College of
Nursing chapters hosted a reception prior
to GVSU Opera Theatre's production of
Kurt Weill 's Street Scene on February 5.
More than I 00 people gathered for a
wine and cheese reception in the Kirk:hof
Center and heard insights about the show
from producer Dale Schriemer, GVSU
assoc iate professor of music, and director
Isabel Milenski, of Los Angeles.
This was the second year for an alumni
theater outing. Chapter presidents Elaine
Leigh, '02 (KCON), and Teresa McDougall,
'02 (COE), were on hand to g reet guests .
Participants at the 'Street Scene' theater
reception lea rn about the production prior
to watchin g the GVSU Opera Theatre
performance.

··· -----------------------Homecoming 200 5
Tw o events hig hli ght summer calendar
Make plans to join other alumni and their families for a fun -filled weekend
in Glen Arbor or a relaxing night at Fifth Third Ba llpark. Detail s on each
event fo llow:

Summer Family Getaway Weekend, July 22-24, The Homestead, Glen Arbor
Join fe llow alumni and their fami lies at the popular Leelanau County resort,
The Homestead. Packages include lodging and dining options, plus:
• Par-3 golf tournament
• Sunset beach bonfire
• Entertainment by alumni Kev in , '98, and Stephani e, ' 01 , Kamrneraad
• Optional winery to ur
• Optional go lf and tennis schools
• Children 's activities
• U nlimited use of rental bi kes, kayaks and other equipment
For prices or more details, go online at www.gvsu .edu/alumni , or call
Assistant Director Kim Schmidt at 616-331-3592, to ll -free at 800-558-054 1.

Family Night at West Michigan Whitecaps Game, Fifth Third Ballpark,
July 27, beginning at 6 p.m.

It's not too early to pl an your return
to Grand Valley for Homecomi ng 2005,
October 28-29 .
Many events are planned. Go online at
www.gvsu.edu/homecom ing fo r complete
details. Here 's a prev iew:
• Laker Homecoming 5K race/wa lk
• Super Science Saturday
• Fall Arts Celebratio n event:
"Dance Stars"
• Alumni House open house, ta il gate
party and chapter expo
• Irwin Fund dinner and Laker Hall
of Fa me inductions
• Greek alu mni gathering
• Laker football vs. Northern M ichigan.

Welcome

Laker Alumni &Friends ~

,;:"-r.:.:

Join other Lakers and their fa milies at K lingman 's Patio, in ri ght field, fo r a
barbecue picnic prior to the game between the Whitecaps and Burlington Bees.
The patio seats 120 and offers table service of ballpark food.
Tickets for the game and picnic are $ I 4 fo r adults and $9 for kids 3- 12. GVSU
clothing and other gifts wi ll be given away tlu·oughout the evening to lucky winners .
For details call the Alumni Relations office at 6 16-33 1-3590 .

For other alumni events, visit www.gvsu.edu/alumni.

Many activities are planned for Homecom ing
2005, including a SK race/wa lk, alumni
chapter expo and Irwin Fund dinner.
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Careers

1960s
Chester F. Grochoski, Jr., B.A., 1967, is
pres ident and owner of Gro und Heaters In c. of
Norton Shores. He sta rted the company, whi ch
se lls ground heati ng and th aw ing products
worldwide, in 1995.

Lo ui sa A. Stark, B. S., 1979, was promoted to
director of the Genetic Sc ience Learning Center at
the Uni ve rs ity of Utah. Stark had been co-director
for three yea rs.
Chris A. Yonker, B.S., 1979, ce lebrated hi s 12th
anniversary as the city manager for Fremont.
Yo nker has he ld vario us loca l government
positions in Illinoi s and Missouri since 1979.

1970s

1980s

T homas M. Seymour, 8.8.A., 1970, was
named presi dent and chi e f operating officer of
Taylor Build ing Products Inc. Seymo ur had been
executi ve vice pres ident of sales and marketing.

Becky J. Eckstrom, B.S., 1980, a teacher at
Goodwi ll ie Environmental Schoo l in Ada was
named Teacher of the Year by Forest Hill ; Public
School s. She has been with the di stri ct for 23 years.

Max R. Bush, B.A., 1972, watc hed the premiere
of hi s play, Anoth er Way Out, perform ed by
Central Mo ntca lm Hi gh Sc hool 's drama students.

La urie Beard, M.B.A., 1981 , was elected to the
board of directors for the Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Co mmerce. Beard is presi dent and
CEO of Founders Trust Personal Bank of Grand
Rapids.

Julianne {Christianson) Stivers, B. Ph., 1972,
wrote The Presence of the Past: The Public
Aiuseum of Grand Rapids at 150, publi shed by the
museum . She was also profiled in " Influential
Women," by Gnmd Rapids Magazine.
Ruth A. Jones, B.S., 1973, is principal of Henry
Paideia Elementary Schoo l. She has been with the
schoo l since 1993.
Daniel C. Oglesby, B.S., 1974, senior vice
president of human resources for Spectrum Health
of Grand Rapids, rece ived the Mi lo Brown
Business Award for 2005.
Rick. L. Cai n, B.S., 1975, joined Fennvi lle
Public Schools as the student services director.
Cain had been with the All egan County Sheriff's
Department for 30 years.
Doyle A. Hayes, 8.8.A., 1975, was appointed to
the Council for Labor and Economic Growth. Hayes
1s pres ident and CEO of Pyper Products Corp.
Deborah L. (Alexander) Clanton, B.S., 1976,
magi strate and director of probation services for
628 Di stri ct Court in Kentwood, rece ived the
Floyd Sk inner Justice Award for 2005 .
Gregory F. Wieman, B.S., 1976, is principal of
Macatawa Bay School. He had served as the
princi pal of Bath Hi gh School for three years .
Linda E. (Remus) Klein, B.A., 1978, and M.Ed.,
2001, Grand Va lley 's Ma ster Student for 2002 is a
Pine Ri ve r Elementary Sc hool art teacher wh~
uses integra ted art lessons to improve reading
achi evement scores.
Judith K. Scholten , B.S., 1978, was named
principal of Forest Hill s ' Ada Elementary School.
Scholten had been a schoo l improvement
co nsultant for Kent Interm ediate School District
for six years.

Gregory S. Morris, B.S., 1981, and M.Ed., 1983
is the spec ial education supervisor fo r the Jeni son'
Schoo l Di strict. Morri s has spent the last 23 years
worki ng in spec ial ed ucation.
William J. Sheridan, B.S., 1982, was named
linebackers coach for the New York Giants .
Sheridan had been the defensive line coach for the
Un iversity of Michiga n for the past three years.
Kathryn A. Kwiatkowski, B.S.W., 1983, received
a bachelor 's of fine arts deg ree in illu stratio n from
Kendall Art Institute.
David A. Lee, B.S., 1983, ea rned a master's
degree in education admin istration from the
University of Toledo. Lee is an educator for Penta
Schools in Perrysburg, Ohio, and has been the
head wrestling coac h at Elmwood High School in
Bloomdale for 17 yea rs.
Timothy A. Raymer, M.B.A., 1984, was named
assistant superintendent for finance and operations
at Forest Hills Public Schools. Raymer had been
assistant superintendent at Grandvi ll e Public
Schools.
Robert D. Bird, B.S., 1985, was named facilitie s
and technology director for the Byron Center
Schoo l District.
The Rev. Dennis J. McMurray, B.B.A., 1985, is
senior pastor for the Renaissance Church of Goel
in Christ in Grand Rapids.
David L. Greco, B.S., 1986, was named Crime
Preventi on Practitioner of the Year for 2004 by
the Crime Prevention Association of Michi gan.
He 1s a police officer with the Grandvill e Police.
Department.

Roger C. Morgan, B.B.A., 1979, is the chief
exec uti ve officer for Rockford Amb ul ance Inc .
He has been with the company for 20 yea rs.

Shelley R. (Maurer) Lee, B.S., 1986, is the
exec uti ve director of the Bowling Green Pregnancy
Center in Ohio. She had worked part-time as a
substitute teacher.

Stuart D. Peet, B.S., 1979, was elected to the
Martin Townsh ip Library Board . Peet was also
appo.inted to the Wayland Area Emergency
Medical Service Board, which encompasses nine
townships and the city of Way land .

Michael F. Denbrock, B.S., 1987, joined the
University of Washington's foo tball staff as
the offensive Iine coac h. Denbrock had been
the offensive line coach at the University of
Notre Dame.
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Ronald J. Veldman , B.A ., 1987, and M.Ed ., 1993,
was named Admin istrator of the Year by Grand
Va lley 's Co llege of Education. Veld man has been
principal of Coopersv ille Hi gh School
for the past six years.
Scott W. Wagasky, M.B.A., 1988, director of
business development for AMBS Investment
Counse l LLC, was nam ed a principal and
shareholder of the firm.
Thomas DeLuca, B.S., 1989, M.B.A. , 2001 , and
M.Ed., 2002, was named director of finance for
Chesaning Union Sc hoo ls. Deluca had served as
principal of the di strict's Albee Elementary School.

1990s
Brian L. Leyrer, B.B.A., 1990,joinecl Blue Heron
Academy of Hea ling Arts and Sciences of Grand
Rap ids as clini c director. Leyrer, a graduate of the
academy, is a certified medical ma ssage therapist.
Patrick L. Mutchler, B.B.A., 1990, wa s promoted
to sen ior manager for Brickley Delong PLC.
Mutchler has been with the firm since 2000.
Bart Wegenke, B.S., 1990, is principal of Haslett
High School. He had been principal at Owosso
High School for four yea rs.
Jeffrey S. W illiams, M.S.T., 1990, was named
president and founder of Grand Wea lth
Management LLC of G rand Rapids. Williams had
worked at Ern st and Young for nearly 18 years.
Julie (Evans) Zelinske, B.S., 1990, is a territory
manager and recruiter for ITT Technical Institute
in Canton.
Thomas E. Henrikson, B.B.A., 1991 , is president
of Safe Title Agency Inc. of Grand Haven.
John A. Jancek, B.S., 1991, was named assistant
football coach at the University of Georgia. He
had been the defensive coordinator at Central
Michigan Un iversity, and defensive coordinator
and linebackers coach at Grand Valley.
Thomas C. Jones, B.S., 1991, and M.P.A., 1994,
accepted a part-time position as a poli ce officer in
the Grand Haven Department of Pub Iic Safety.
Matthew E. McKinnon, B.S., 1991, is the
ass istant director of recreational sports at
Marquette University. McKinnon is a lso
Marquette's activity director for the Nationa l Youth
Sports Program.
Todd W. W ilson, B.S., 1991, was named partner of
Scarff and Wil son PLLC of Mercer Island
Wash ington. Wilson began as an assoc iate' attorney
with the firm in 2002. He had practiced law in
Minneapolis from 1998-2002.
Linda L. (Rittersdort) Paynich, B.S., 1992, is an
associate attorney for Mika , Meyers, Beckett and
Jones PLC of Grand Rapids.
Peter S. Porter, B.A., 1992, received a doctorate
in philosophy from Wayne State Uni versity in
2004. He is now on the facu lty at Eastern
Washington University in Cheney, Washington.
Michael T. Reeg, B.S., 1992, accepted a two-yea r
assignment in Portuga l with Word of Life, an
evangeli ca l organization based in Schroon Lake,
New York.
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Stephen K. Smith, 8.8.A., 1992, is the owner
and art director of Step hen Kelly Ga llery Inc.
of Chi cago.
Patrick D. Wright, B.S., 1992, is principa l at
Lakeshore 's Rooseve lt Elementary School.
Wright began as a teacher with Lakeshore
Schools in 1995.
Kirk Patrick Bloomquist, M.Ed., 1993, was
named principa l of Jackson Park Middle Schoo l
in Wyoming. Bloomquist had been the principa l
of Fruitport Middle Schoo l.
Pau l C. Feurig, B.S ., 1993, was promoted to
manager of the direct and digital services grou p
fo r BBDO Detroit. Feurig has been with the
company since 2000.
Andrew L. Lintz, B.S., 1993, is the assi stant
principa l and ath letic director for E. A. John so n
Hi gh Sc hoo l in Mt. Morris. Lintz has taught ni ght
schoo l at the Mt. Morris Alternative Educat ion
program for the past four years.
Michael W. Arney, B.S., 1994, joined the MidMichigan Radio Gro up of Lansing as the news
director for Q-106, WVIC, WTXQ and WQTX.
Arney had been a news anchor and traffic reporter
for Metro Networks of Grand Rapids.
Juli A. (Jenkins) Borgman, B.B.A., 1994, and
M.S.T., 2001 , was promoted to sen ior manager for
Hoffman , Steensma and Plamondon in Muskegon.
Borgman joined the fir m in 1997 as a public
accountant.
David S. Dee, B.S., 1994, is an enrollment and
student se rvices coordinator for Thomas M.
Coo ley Law School of Grand Rapids. Dee had
been an academic adviser for Davenport
University.
Holly M. (Eckert) Kirsten, B.A., 1994,
comp leted a master's degree in library science
from Wayne State Uni vers ity and is the children's
librarian at Chesterfi eld Township Library.
Richard J. Sprague, B.S., 1994, and M.P.A.,
2003, is the pl anner for Grand Rapids Townshi p.
Sprague had been a zoning administrator fo r
Alpine Tow nship for six years .
Robin R. Marhofer, M.8.A., 1995, C.P.A., is the
new city finance director for Belding. Marhofer
had been township supervisor and assessor for
Northstar Township from 1998-2004.
Ly nell J. Shooks, B.A., 1995, joined Comprenew
Env ironmenta l Trust, a division of Worldwide
Chri stian Schoo ls, as th e schoo l program
developer. Shooks had been the deve lopment
director for Nationa l Heritage Academ ics.
Sara L. (Baar) Coo k, B.S., 1996, and M.P.A.S.,
2000, joined the med ica l staff at Sheridan
Commu nity Hospital. Cook is a member of the
American and Michi gan Academ ies of Physic ian
Assistants.
Peter J. Finley, B.B.A., 1996, M.S.T., 2001 , and
M.B.A., 2002, was named director of finance and
ad mini stration for Make-A-Wish Foundation
International in Phoenix, Arizona.

A' Jene M. Maxwell, B.B.A., 1996, joined the
law firm Honigman, Mi ll er, Schwartz and Cohn
LLP of Detroit. Prior to law sc hool, Maxwe ll
spent five years finan ci ng res idential and
commerc ial rea l estate.
Tyler A. Wolf, B.S., 1996, D.D.S., rece ntly
purchased Georgetown Family and Cosmetic
Denti stry of Jenison.
Joel B.An halt, B.S., 1997, D.O.,joined the staff
of West Shore Medical Center of Man istee as a
fam il y practitioner in assoc iation with the
Lakeshore Fam ily Practice.
Christopher P. Geisert, B.A., 1998, is a CEO of
Incubator Communications Inc. Geiser! is also the
creator of Posture Pal.
Chad E. Ghastin, B.S., 1998, accepted a graduate
degree fellowship at New York University in
Manhattan to study direct and interactive marketing.
Aimee L. Gondo ly, B.S., 1998, compl eted a
master's degree in administration from Central
Michigan University. She has been work ing for
XCe l Pharmaceuticals as a neurology consultant
sin ce 2001 , and earned President 's Club standing
for finishing in the top 10 percent in the nation for
sa les achi evement in 2003 and 2004.
Michelle L. Herron, B.S., 1998, is the
com muni cations speciali st fo r un iversity
advancement and marketing at Ferri s State
University
Connie L. (Perez) Marean, B.S., 1998, joined the
law firm of Miller, Johnson, Snell and Cummi skey
PLC as an assoc iate. Marean is a grad uate of
Thomas L. Cooley Law Schoo l and practices at the
firm's Grand Rapids office.
Travis A. Babcock, B.S., 1999, is a sheriff's
deputy for the Ottawa County Sheriff's
Department. Babcock started as a part-time officer
in 1999 and was promoted to full-tim e road patro l
deputy in 2000.
Michelle J. Dennis, B.S., 1999, rece ived a
doctorate in psycho logy from the Un iversity of
North Caro lina-Greensboro.
Daniel R. Olson, B.S., 1999,joined the Grand
Rapids office of Plunkett & Cooney PC and
practices in the area of general liti gation. O lso n
had se rved as a law cl erk for Justice Stephen J.
Markham of the Michigan Supreme Co urt.
Tari Anne Texter, B.S.N ., 1999, is a registered
nurse in the open heart recovery intensive care
unit at the Palm Beach Gardens Med ica l Center
in Florida.

2000s
Victor Cardenas, B.A., 2000, was named assistant
to the c ity manager of Oak Park. Cardenas had
been emp loyed by Miami University of Ohi o.
James M. English, M.B.A., 2000, is a business
manager for Wayland Union Schoo ls. Engli sh had
worked for Summerfield Public Sc hoo ls.

Michael L. Schavey, B.S., 2000, and M.S.W.,
2003, was named academic service lea rning
assistant for Gra nd Rapid s Com muni ty Co llege.
Schavey had worked at Child and Family Services.
Amy S. Shock, B.A., 2000, is the director of
marketi ng for Prepress Training So lution of
Bloomington, Indiana. Shock had been production
and marketing coord inator fo r In diana Univers ity
Press.
Aaron D. Thomas, B.B.A., 2000, was promoted
to hu man resources manager of the Bru nswick Job
Corps Center in Georg ia. Thomas had been a
human resources spec ialist fo r the Grand Rapids
Job Corps Center.
Dianna E. Arnson, B.S., 2001, is office manager
for Bass-Schu ler Co. of Chicago. Arnson began as
an intern with the compa ny in 200 I .
Christian M. Gordon, B.S., 2001, was promoted
to general manager of th e Boston Harbor Wolves
hockey club. He had been ass istant genera l
manager. Gordon has a master's degree in sport
psychology from Boston Un ivers ity.
Derek T. House, B.S., 2001 , is a financia l ana lyst
fo r Ford Motor Company of Dearborn.
Stephen A. Manci ni, 8.8.A., 2001 , earned a
master's degree in business adm ini stration from
the University of Detro it Mercy. Mancini is a
loss prevention ana lyst for Volkswagen of
North America.
Bonnie S. Runnels, B.S., 2001 , was promoted to
director of deve lopm en t for 1-l eartside Ministry
Inc. of Grand Rapid s.
Ryan M. Beishuizen, 8.8.A., 2002, is a financial
adviser at Merrill Lynch of Muskegon .
Amanda 8. Combs, 8.8.A., 2002, was promoted
to sa les associate with the G loba l Treasury
Management Group for National C ity Bank in
Grand Rapids.
Kristen S. Hamilton, B.S., 2002, is a mortgage
banker at Rock Fi nancial of Troy.
Kyle D. Hoffman , B.S., 2002, is pursuing a
master's degree in publi c administration from
Oakland Un iversity. He is the downtown
development director of Iml ay City and had been
employed by the City of East Gra nd Rapids.
Aaron B. Lewis, B.B.A., 2002, and Erica C.
(Ruckes) Lewis, B.B.A., 2002, winners of a
financial fitn ess contest, were featured in an issue
of Black Ente,prise.
Catherine R. Menyhart, B.A., 2002, is a res ident
coordinator fo r the Council on International
Educati ona l Exchange Study Center in Dakar,
Senega l, West Africa.
Timothy J. Ritsema, M.Ed., 2002, was named
assistant principal at Zeeland East High Schoo l.
Ritsema has been teac hing in West Michigan
si nce 1994.
Ryan H. Zamanon, B.S., 2002, is a trooper at
the Newaygo post of the Michigan State Po li ce
Department.
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Jodie L. Ba rgeron, B.S.W., 2003, is a Peace
Co rps vo lunteer in Ma li .
Thomas J. Hosford , B.S., 2003, was named
student acti vities coord inator for East Rockford
fiddl e Schoo l. Hosford is also a ·member o f the
coaching staff for Rockford H igh Schoo l's foo tball
and track tea ms.
Joseph J. Madoni a, Jr., B.S., 2003, is a poli ce
officer in the Eastpoi nte Police Department.
Krysta R. Oec hsle, M.P.A., 2003, is a program
ass istant fo r Habitat fo r Humani ty of Ann Arbo r.
Oechsle is also in charge of site logistics in the
Jim my Carter Work Project.
Kevin A. Rea d, B.B.A., 2003, was promoted to
product planner at the Motorol a corporate o ffi ce
in Schaum berg, Illinois. Read wi ll manage all
ma rketing aspects for the company 's mobile
two-way rad io.
Mark Reffitt, B.S., 2003, was named regiona l
economi st by the Michi gan Department of Labor
and Econom ic Growth. Reffitt is res ponsibl e for
labor market research and analys is and in fo rmation
di sseminati on in Lansing and Ann Arbor.
Angela D. (Burke) Taylor, B.B.A., 2003, works
as a realtor at First American Rea l Estate of
Arlington, Illin ois. Tay lor is also the marketing
proj ect coord inato r in the corporate office of Big
A ppl e Bage l in Deerfie ld, Illinois.
Valerie R. (Piippo) Vander Berg, B.B.A., 2003 ,
is a marketing manager at Paradigm Design Inc.
Milinda C. Ysasi, B.B.A., 2003 , is a human
resources benefits representative fo r Cascade
Eng ineering. She began as an intern with the
company while a student at Grand Va lley. Ysasi
also sits o n the Grand Rapids Police Civili an
Review Boa rd .

1980s
Lisanne A. Klim, 8.A., 1985, and Wayne
Heywa rd on April 13, 2002 .
Flora B. Bee ne, B.S., 1988, and Charli e Jo hnson,
Jr. on February 12, 2005.

1990s

Megan E. Johnson, B. S., 2001 , and M.S., 2003,
and David A. Fox on October 23, 2004.
Jessica E. Marcusse, B.S., 2001 , and Jyran L.
Glucky, B.S., 2002, on October 16, 2004.
Shaw n M. McCormick, B.B.A., 2001, and
Kristin M. Simmer, B.B.A., 2001, on October
16, 2004.

Kenyatta F. Eil and, B.S., 1993, and Bra ndon
Lewis on September 4 , 2004.

Peter J. McWain, 8.S., 200 1, and C hristina M.
Poulos, 8.S., 2002, on June 12, 2004.

We ndy S. Muma, B.S. N., 1993, and Ne il E.
Gould o n December I 0, 2004.

Trisha J. Ruel, 8.A., 2001, and Michae l A. Ha ll
on August 7, 2004.

James A. Staal, B.B.A., 1993, and Heather M.
Spink, 8.S., 1999, and M.S., 2002, on September
25 , 2004 .

Gregg C. Teegardin, B.B.A., 2001, and Ke lly J.
Bou rbon on Ju ly 10, 2004.

JeffT. Will meng, B.S., 1993, and Adrienne
Havens on June 26 , 2004.
Jennifer L. Fricke, B.S., 1994, and Wi ll iam
G illett on August 17, 2002.
James P. Barber, B.A., 1995, and Carin Hardiman
o n November 13, 2004.
Pa mela J. Besteman, B.S., 1996, and Brian Tryon
o n June 5, 2004.
Darin B. C lark, B.S., 1997, and Heath er M.
Crittenden, B.A., 2000, on December I I , 2004.
Karen B. Ceton , B.S.N., 1999, and Matthew L.
Jackson on July 3 1, 2004.
Tanya M. Montville, B.S., 1999, and Jeff
Overman on September 25 , 2004.

2000s

Shayna L. Vantatenhove, 8.S., 2001, and Kyle B.
Smith, B.A., 2002, on October 9, 2004.
Jenny E. Wurz, 8.A., 200 1, and Da ni el Aykroyd
on Jun e 8, 2002 .
Rebecca L. Cap man, B.B.A., 2002, and Michael
J. Domingo, B.B.A., 2002, on June 26, 2004.
Christine A. Ca rey, B.S., 2002, and Scott T.
McConnelee on June 12, 2004.
Nicolas J. Dawson, B.S., 2002, and Jill Meden on
July 24, 2004.
Joel. M. Hoeksema, B.S., 2002, and Robin L.
Corkwell, B.S., 2004, on January 29, 2005.
Elizabeth A. Lutz, B.S.N., 2002, and Kevin A.
Read, B.B.A., 2003, on October 9, 2004.
Henry N. Prins, B.8.A., 2002, and Nicole T.
Trav is on August 14, 2004.

Carrie A. Czerwinski, B.S.N., 2000, and Jasen
Fitton on Se ptember 11, 2004.

Mega n L. Spears, 8.A., 2002, and M.Ed. , 2004,
and Brent A. Warren on Septe mber 4, 2004.

Meghan T. Daly, B.S., 2000, and Raymo
Dall avecchia III on November 13, 2004.

Eliza beth K. Vruggink, B.A., 2002, and Robert
A. Faraci, B.B.A., 2004, on December 18, 2004.

Angelika D. Stratton , 8. S., 2000, and C hris C.
Rand all, B.S., 2000, on December 28 , 2004.

Angela M. Woodke, B.S., 2002, and Jason Ge iger
on August 14, 2004.

Scott D. Stroud, 8.S., 2000, and Megan l. Myers
on June 19, 2004.

Rebekah D. Bec kman, 8.A ., 2003, and Matthew
D. De Wind on August 9, 2004.

Molly N. Lileikis, B.S., 2004, is a li festy le
management counselor fo r Harris Hea lth Trends
of Toledo, O hi o.

Bra ndon T. Trigger, B.S., 2000, and N ico le
Sarto r o n May 22 , 2004.

Kelly D. De Jon ge, B.B.A., 2003, and Bri an
Meeuwsen on December 3, 2004.

Grant D. Lofdahl, B.A., 2004, coaches track and
cross co untry at Wyom ing Park High Schoo l.

Mich elle R. Bray, 8.S., 200 1, and Kenneth
VanHall lil on October 14, 2004.

Marian na Ha ll, B.B.A., 2003, and Brandon R.
Ce recke, B.B.A., 2004, on September 10, 2004.

Melissa M. Palm er, B.A., 2004, and B.B.A.,
2004, is the organi zatio n and communicati ons
coo rd inato r fo r Brose orth Ameri ca.

Marisa J. C hristenson, 8.S., 200 1, and Andrew
M . We lburn on A ugust 6, 2004.

Ericka L. Hillard, B.8.A., 2003, and Bradley A.
Pastoor, B.B.A., 2003, on July 23, 2004.

Elizabeth M. DePree, B.A., 2001, and M.Ed.,
2003, and Darrin D. VandenBerg, B.S., 2002, on
Decembe r 18, 2004.

Jennifer A. M illigan, 8.S., 2003, and Matthew
Wisniewski on July 10, 2004.

Weston A. Fa irchild, B.S., 2004, is the boy 's
tenni s coach at Forest Hill s Eastern High Sc hool.
Emily R. Ka lis, B.B. A., 2004, is pursuing a
master's degree in sports management at the
University of Tennessee.

Olivia M. Peters, B.A., 2004, is empl oyed as the
ne ighborhood coordinator for Lighth ouse
Comm uni ties of Grand Rapids.

Marriages

Jennifer L. Driesenga, 8.A. , 2001, and
Christopher J. Timmer on July 17, 2004.

1970s

Sara A. Gapinski, B.A., 2001 , and Scot D.
Middl ebrook on October 23, 2004 .

Ruth A. Jo nes, B.S., 1973, and Michae l Ha irston
on February 13, 2004.

Elisia W. Gentel, 8.A., 2001, and Levi A.
Hahn enberg, B.B.A., 2001 , on October 2, 2004.

Chris A. Yonker, 8.S., 1979, and Diane Wykes on
October 22, 2004.

Kelly A. Heyboer, 8.A., 200 1, and Steve n P.
Koster on July 3 1, 2004.
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Ai mee L. Wiersma, B.S ., 2003, and Brian N.
Verm aas on December I I , 2004.
Jen nifer L. Wolbert, B.A., 2003, and Jonathan L.
Frego on July 23, 2004 .
Andrea G. Wo lfe, 8.A., 2003, and Joseph
Know les on August 7, 2004.
Laura B. Driesenga, B.B.A., 2004, and Paul A.
Wo lters on May 15, 2004.

ALUMNI I BRIEFS

Jennifer L. Endres, 8.A. , 2004, and Brian Baker
on January 14, 2005 .
Crystal J. Herrmann, B.M.E., 2004, and Rohn P.
Sherdon October 9, 2004.
Jaime D. Horney, B.S., 2004, and Jeremy L.
Meyer on August 20, 2004.
Sharon A. Koole , 8. S., 2004, and Walter
Byington V on June 26, 2004.
Melissa J. Osterbaan, B.S., 2004, and Mark A.
Bredeweg on July 30, 2004.
Brandon J. Seaver, B.S., 2004, and Lindsey R.
Hoekstra on June 5, 2004.
Nikki L. Wiersma, B.S., 2004, and Tim
Hoogew ind on Dece mber 18, 2004.

Births

1980s
Twins, Tuck and Tybee, on November 11 , 2004,
to Bryan J. Bickford, 8.S., 1983, and hi s wi fe
Nancy Haynes . Tuck and Tybee are welcomed by
brother Bodie. The family resides in Grand Rapids.

1990s
A daughter, Sydney Rae, on February 14, 2005 , to
Brent L. Ashcroft, 8.A., 1991, and his wife Lori.
The family resides in Ada.
A son, Jason Matthew, on November 20, 2004 , to
Peggy E. (Feigel) Korzen, B.B.A., 1991, and her
husband Tim. Jason is welcomed by brother Adam.
The family resides in Ada.
A son , Denni s Russell , on March 22 , 2004, to
Victoria A. (Ferko) Rennells, B.B.A., 1991,
and Kevin M. Rennells, B.S., 1991. Dennis is
we lcomed by brother Henry. The family res ides
in Plymouth.
A son, Benjamin Matthew, on October 14, 2004 ,
to Thresa R. (Koszalinski) Spahn, 8.S., 1991,
and her husband Brian. Benjamin is welcomed
by siblings Lauren and Zachary. The famil y res ides
in Plymouth.
A daughter, Fariah Marie, on November 11 , 2004 ,
to Franklene M. Baker, B.B.A., 1992, and
Frederick F. Baker, B.S.E., 1992, and M.S. ,
2003. Fariah is welcom ed by siblings Fiana and
Frederick. The family resides in Kentwood.
A son, Ethan, on September I 0, 2004, to Beth any
M. (Simoni) Dougherty, B. S., 1992, and her
husband Steve. Ethan is welcomed by siblings
Christopher and Emily. The family res ides in
Gra nd Haven.
A son, Alex James, on August 25 , 2004, to Paul
C. Feurig, 8. S., 1993, and his wife Chri stine. The
fam ily res ides in Lake Orion.
A daughter, Kenna Lynn, on December 28, 2004,
to Kristy L. (Vanzee) Johnson , 8.S., 1993, and
M.S., 1995, and Daren C. Johnson, B.S., 1993,
and M.S., 1995. Kenna is welcomed by siblings
Cade and Ian. The family resides in Rockford.

A son , William Gillett, on May 10, 2004, to
Jennifer L. (Fricke) Gillett, 8.S., 1994, and her
husband William. The family res ides in Pierson.
A son, William Keith , on July I 8, 2004, to
Jennifer D. (Blaker) Milanowski, B.S., 1994, and
her husband Keith. William is wel comed by
brother Elijah. The family res ides in Grand Rapids.
A son, Brayden Mathew, on November 12, 2004,
to Mathew D. Cornish, 8.S., 1995, and Kristen
N. (Rice) Cornish, B.B.A., 1996. Brayclen is
welcomed by sister Emily. The fa mily resides
in Commerce.
A daughter, Elizabeth Katherine, on September 30,
2004, to John D. Keyser, 8.S., 1995, and hi s wife
Ileana. The family resides in Raleigh, North
Ca rolina.
A son, Ryan David, on December 11 , 2004, to
Juliann R. (Bomarito) Noonan, 8.A., 1995, and
her hu sband David. The family res ides in Wi xom.
A son, Calvin James, on December 12, 2003, to
Janeen E. (Townsend) Tkaczyk, 8.S., 1995, and
her husband Joshua. The famil y res ides in Holt.
A son, Ethan Christopher, on November 14, 2004,
to Christopher J. Tucker, 8.S., 1995, and hi s wife
Vi ctoria. The family resides in Chicago, lllinoi s.
A son , Logan Mitchell, on Ju ly 7, 2003 , to Heidi
K. (Bandkau) Fultz, 8.S., 1996, and Michael W.
Fultz, 8.S., 1996. Logan is welcomed by broth er
Nathen. The family resides in Howell.
A son, Danilo Christopher, on November 20, 2004,
to Tonya A. (Nafzger) Mendoza, B.S.W., 1996,
and her husband Norman. The family resides in
Loui sville, Kentucky.
A daughter, Hanna Lee, on April 8, 2004 , to
Natalie R. (Noffze) Schultz, B.S., 1996, and her
husband Darrell. Hanna is welcomed by sister
Kylie. The family resides in Hudsonvill e.

Tw ins, Mya Nicole and Madi son Grace, on
November 18, 2004, to Brandi-Lyn (Robinson)
Mendham, B.S., 1999, and M.Ed. , 2003, and her
husband John. The famil y res ides in Ludington.
A son, Gu stavus Walter, on September 23 , 2003, to
David L. Solberg, 8. S., 1999, and Christine M.
(Moul) Solberg, B.S., 2000. They fa mily res ides
in Portage.

2000s
A son, Cal eb Matthew, on September 16, 2004, to
Jeremy M. Koger, B.S., 2000, and his wife Dana.
The famil y res ides in Katy, Texas.

In Memoriam
Richard W. Beardsley, Cedar Sprin gs, Michi gan ,
M.Ed. , 2001, on October 29, 2004.
Mary Jo Brower, Conklin , Mi chi gan , B.S.N.,
1992, on January 27, 2005.
Gayle J. Dekok, Marion , Mi chigan , B. S., I 976,
on August I , 2003.
Jon C. Den Herder, Holland, Michigan , B.A.,
1973, on February 2, 2005.
Reginald A. Espolon, Battle Creek, Michi gan,
B.A., 1997, on December 22, 2004.
Laurel G. (Clifton) Foss, Rockport, Texas,
B.B.A., 1985 , on February 15, 200 5.
Bernadette Geers, Plymouth , Mi chigan, B.S. ,
1972, on September 28, 2004.
Gregory A. Jaynes, Plainwell, Michigan, B.A. ,
1971, on November 21 , 2004.
Dale A. Johnson, North Muskegon, Michigan,
B.S ., 1975, on December 15, 2004.
Elaine M. (Tenniswood) Michels, Grandville,
Michigan, M .Ed. , 1993, on December 16, 2004.

A daughter, Kassidy De Vos, on December 6, 2004,
to Traci A. (De Vos) Kleinheksel, B.S. N., 1997,
and her husband Aaron. Kassidy is welcomed by
brother Ni cholas. The family resides in Muskegon.

William J. Schipper, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
B.S. , J972, on December 24, 2004.

A son , Connor Kevin, on February 9, 2005, to
Wendy L. (Schafer) Cammet, B.B.A., 1998, and
Kevin Cammet, 8.S., 1998. The family res ides in
Cal edonia.

Kevin C. Tatum, Mount Pl easant, Mi chi gan, B.A. ,
200 I, on January 30, 200 5.

A son , Aden Sage, on August 18, 2004, to
Michelle L. (Hulls) Herron, 8. S., 1998, and
Scott M. Herrnn, 8.S. , 1998. The famil y res ides
in Bi g Rapids.
A daughter, Natalie Jean, on January 24, 2005, to
Michael A. Sumption, 8.B.A., 1998, and hi s w ife
Adele. Natalie is welcomed by sister Alyssa. The
fa mily resides in Jeni son.
A daughter, Tara Jane, on August 26, 2004, to
Melinda S. (Fulk) Whalen, 8. S., 1998, and her
hu sband Kevin. The family res ides in Canton .
A dau ghter, Madeleine Loui se, on November 17,
2004, to Courtney C. Hill, 8.A., 1999, and Lisa
L. (Bauer) Hill, B.B.A., 2001. The famil y res ides
in Grand Rapids.

Kenneth H. Suttorp, Wyoming, Michi ga n, B. A.,
I 968 , on December 6, 2004.

Mark D. Van Noon), Belmont, Mi chi gan, B.S. ,
I 982, on N ovember 18, 2004.

Correction
In the Fall 2004 issue, a birth announcement was
incorrectly li sted for Franklene M. Baker,
B.B.A., 1992, and Frederick F. Baker, B.S.E.,
1992, and M.S., 2003, announcing the birth elate
of their son Frederi ck Augustus as March 4, 200 I.
Frederick Augustus was born March 7, 200 I . We
apologize for this error.
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Spike Lee turns to biology professor's research
-

by Mary lsca Pirkola

As a Grand Valley professor of biology, Carl Bajema loves being a detective, asking
questions and testing hypotheses . But, a funny thing happened on the way to gather
information about Michigan's environmental past.
While Bajema was conducting research at the library, a fri end showed up, looking fo r
newspaper clips about local African American history for a genealogy proj ect. Baj ema
offered to do it for him. That side proj ect soon took on a life of its own. It grew to more
than 2,000 pages and has become one of the best co llections of African Ameri can hi story
in the country. Many other researchers have made use of the material, including a
consultant for Spike Lee's movie Malcolm X.
Bajema has spent more than 15 years viewing the Grand Rap ids Public Library's
microfilm coll ection of Michigan newspapers published from 183 0- 193 1. What started
as a mission to research environmental history quickly expanded to include more dates
and more topi cs. In fact, he has also co llected tens of thousands of news accou nts of
labor unions, mi litia and war veterans, educators, police and firefi ghters, women's suffrage
and other gender issues.
"It takes approximate ly 70 binders to hold the tens of thousands of photocopies of
news acco unts I've co llected on these varied topics," Bajema said . "Though these
collections are still growing, they can be studied by anyone who goes to the Grand
Rapids History Center at the Grand Rapids Public Library."
Bajema's interest in the environmental effects of early industry led him to extens ive
research about hunting, fi shing, water pollution and public health. That led to research
into Michigan 's logging history, with particular attention to the Grand River Valley
and the Upper Peninsula. That, in turn, led to another project researching Michigan
logging railroads. As is so often the case for Bajema, one thing led to another, and another,
and another.
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OFF ITHE PATH
During hi s 41 years at Grand Valley,
Bajema has not only seen many changes
but, as one known to question authority,
was a driving force behind some of them.
He also credits two biology professors, the
late Howard Stein and retired Fred Bevis, as
partners in the push to modernize curriculum.
"The early Grand Valley curriculum
was too focused on the past," he said. "As
much as I enjoy history, science is primarily
about the present and the future. We 're trying
to so lve problems. We questioned a lot of
things. We got the Math Department to
teach its first statistics course. We did it by
telling them if they didn't teach it, we would."
In 1995 he wrote the State of Michigan
Science Education Evolution Standard for

Carl Bajema stands next to a Michigan
histo rical marker he helped place on the
Allendale Ca mpus.

"Too many academics spend virtually
all their time in the ivory tower," Bajema
said. "I started this research because I
wanted to do field work."
Bajema, quite literally, immerses himself
in research. Last spring was his third time
wading through the cedar swamp at the
headwaters of the Two Hearted River near
Grand Marais in the Upper Peninsula. It's
where an old logging railroad that was
built on the iced-over swamp sank. He
bro ught a film crew to gather underwater
images. He also wanted to map, using
Global Positioning Satellite technology,
two sunken railroad bridges. It is part of
a larger project mapping Michigan forest
history sites with GPS coordinates.
" It was probably the worst swamp I
have ever hiked through," Bajema said.
"We crawled over, under and around
hundreds of fallen cedars while trying to
track the railroad ties buried in the organic
ooze. At least I know when to schedule
field trips to avoid the biting black flies
and mosquitoes: early spring, after the ice
melts, but before the eggs hatch."

Marketing about technological innovations
in Grand Rapids in the 1920s. With
anthropology professor Janet Brashier,
Bajema published a paper on Blendon
Landing, the sawmill and shipyard ghost
town adjacent to the Grand River on the
Allendale Campus. Bajema said he hopes
to live long enough to edit a two-volume
atlas of more than 500 logging railroads
that operated in Michigan from 1850-1964.
" It is hard to find a better place than
the Allendale Campus to study logging
history," he said. "There was a Civil
War-era logging railroad and sawmill
on the south side of campus and a 20th
century logging railroad and sawmill
just north of M-45."

It grew to more t han 2,000 pages and has
becom e one of the best collections of African
American history in t he co un t ry.
K-12 curriculum, amidst the debate of
evolution versus creationism. Bajema
believes it is imperative to teach students
to be critical thinkers, to test hypotheses
and apply knowledge.
In the early days of Grand Valley,
Bajema created a few waves with his field
trips. He and Bevis once took about 90
students to the Smoky Mountains to study
vegetation and wildlife . The problem was
it nearly emptied some classrooms on a
campus of only 1,000 students.
"It was easy to get to know students
then," Bajema said. "We had some great
experiences together and created a bond.
I still get e-mail from some of my earliest
students who went on field trips with me
to Florida, the UP and the Smokies."
High standards seem to run in the
family. Claudia Bajema, director of
Grand Valley 's MBA program, is his
wife. Three of their children are Grand
Valley graduates: Kimberly in 1992,
Rebecca in 2001 and Brandon in 2003.
Bajema has recently co-authored a
paper submitted for the Journal of Macro

Bajema suggested placing the Michigan
historical marker outside Lake Michigan
Hall that describes Blendon Landing. It was
erected in part to honor the late Richard
Flanders, a Grand Valley anthropology
professor who established a nearby
archeology lab.
Bajema's personal interest is in science
education in general and evolutionary
theory of natural and sexual selection in
particular. He pioneered the use of life
history analyses to measure natural
selection and has edited or co-authored
five books on that topic alone.
Whether wading through the hundreds
of research notebooks, mountains of
newspaper clippings, or miles of cedar
swamp, Bajema is not content to stick to
one subject. Yet, his thoroughness and
depth of detail make each project time
intensive. He hopes to spend more time on
scholarship once he retires from teaching.
The hardest decision may be picking
which proj ect to work on first.

Check Gra nd Valley Magazine's W eb site, www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine,
fo r links to on lin e ind exes about Afr ican Americans and women.

Bajema maps Michigan
historical sites using a
GPS device.
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